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bongo dave
<borgodave@cox.ne To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
t> oL
Subject: Cornments on draft £18 on mountaintop removal mining
0120212004 02:36
PM
January 2, 2004
Mr. John Forren

U.8. Erwironmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street
Philedelphia, PA 18103

Dear John Forren,

| am upset to learn that the Bush administration plans to continue to
let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level
mountairitops, wipe out forests, bury streams, and destroy communities

According to the administration's draft Envirohmental impact
Statement{EI8)} orr mourtaintop removal coal mining, the environmental
sffects of mountaintop removal are widespread, devastating. and
permanent. Yet the draft EIS proposes no restrictions on the size of
valley fills that bury streams, no limits on the number of acres of

forest that car be destroyed, no protections for imperiled wildlife, and

no safeguards for the communities of peopla that depend on the region's
ratural resources for themselves and future generations.

The Bush administration's “"preferred afternative” for addressing the
problems caused by mountaintop removal coal mining is 1o weaken existing
environmental protections. Thig "preferred alternative” ignores the
administration’s own studies detailing the devastation caused by
mountaintop removal coal mining, including:

- over 1200 miles of streams have been damaged or destroyed by
mountaintop removat;

- forest iosses in West Virginia have the potential of directly
impacting as many as 244 vertebrate wildlife species;

~ Without new limits on mountaintop removal, an additional 350 square
miles of mountains, streams, and forests will be flattened and destroyed
by mountaintop removal mining

in light of these facts, | urge you to consider alternatives that reduce
the enviranmental impacts of mountaintop removal, Thank you
for your consideration of this important issue.

1-5

1-10

We need to get-away from instant grafification thinking. Let's Cpen up
to something rew, fresh, and renewable. The energy is already
‘naturally’ there begging to be used this way. Let's give it a try.

| believe if our leaders... -atorig with the rest of the wortd would quickly
read and or listen fo these books and tapes* listed below, we would have
2 chance to get thru all this, swiftly and with as little grief as

possible and may oreafe a lot of good friends: on the way. ..though |

don't think Saddam Hussein would be motivated to change. . | believe he
is... our motivation... to change...

- 1 never read $o-much-and so fast in my life. And | now, have leamed
the difference between Religion and being Spiritual, and better... how the
two can compliment each other, yet, net be the same thing.

Mere imporfantly, why it is so imperative- that we seek io find this
difference very soon... there are more reasons here than we thought, And
it is really so easy 1o understand, the way these authers express these
Universal [deas arw differences.

f you are a seeier..,
This may help you or a friend find some new angles, from these Angals,

1] MANIFEST YOUR DESTINY {and others] Tapes or book by ‘Wayre Dyer

2] * GARY ZUKAV'S book — SOUL BTORIES, SEAT OF THE SOUL ~Tapes or book
3] Oryou could Listen to these audio tapes first. They may be the

fastest: *THE NEW REVELATIONS-BY NEIL DONALD WALSCH along with his
Friendship with God or Communion with God sefies or  CONVERSATICNS WITH
GOD

4] THE STARSEED TRANSMISSIONS; THE THIRD MILLENIUM; RETURN OF THE BIRD
TRIBE by KEN CAREY  [lisfen to the others first, then these]
5] HEALING THE SOUL OF AMERICA andfor EVERYDAY GRACE by MARIANNE
WILLIAMSON
6] *THE BOOK OF CO-GREATION ‘THE REVELATION' our crisis i a birth-
BARBARA MARX HUBBARD
7} SCIENCE OF MIND - This was actually my first introduction to all of
these books, tapes... and spauée. And the real conscious beginning to my
life’s. purpose or quest. Please check out their small booklet,
published monthly, that has continued the sfudies. started by EARNEST
HOLMES ( this is NOT to be eonfused with scientology ... which we
know nothing about. so. we can nof advise one way or another about that,
please ., .no offense to aryone,)

This is also the way my life partner and | met .. ata
Creative Lite Drum Circle Thru Reverend Dr. Jesse Jannings He is the
mirister of the Creative Life piritual Cender of Houston. TX He also
has an articie monthly. in this periodical. And it is a very good
read... and is vety interesting as he answers some of the most -~
tough” questions about the spirtisal practice we all go thru in our
averyday lives and . he has a knack of making it all fun And is well
worth the time checking im-out. By reading the periodical called
SCIENCE OF MIND-change your thinking change your life; a philusophy, &
faith, a way of life. Can be ordered online at sclenceofmind.com or
call 800-247-6463 or check a local bookstore or library,

B8] ** www.humaniiesteamn.com or humaritysteam.com - or look up Neil
Donald Walach, which you can check this out now. And actually help now.
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9] THE LAST HOURS OF ANCIENT SUNLIGHT: THOM HARTMAN - Rachel my
spouse, read this, and recommends i | have rot tead it yet, Though she
had introduced me fo alf the others., must be good. She hes recommended
that | irclude it here,

10] Carolyn Myss ~Listen to anything by her, e ENERGY ANATOMY,
ANATOMY OF THE SPIRIT, SACRED CONTRACTS; or "YOUR PRIMAL NATURE'
11]™* The DEAD SEA SCROLLS by GREGG BRADEN

121 JUMPTIME . by Jean Houston PhD.

13] "YOUR PRIMAL NATURE by CAROLYN MYSS

We need to become more a more ‘all inslusive’... and less
‘'separatists’ as a society... maybe [ am wrong. .. | have been
before.. though | personally, at this time... feel...

Instead of just saying *God Bless America® We need to think a little
deeper and perhaps say” GOD BLESS US ALL™.... Or “GOD BLESS QUR WORLD or
God Bless our Earth”.... Or “GOD BLESS OUR UNIVERSE.. *.

Otherwise our image comes through as if are coming from a separatists
fear base [as opposed to a love base].. as if there is not erough

GODAOVE TO GO ARCUND to bless. .. everyone ., let aléne & whole other
country.

IT MUST SEEM LIKE A NEGATIVE REMARK TO EVERYONE ELSE WHO IS NOT
INCLUDED IN THIS "God Bless America”... PRIVATE CLUB'

We need to start accentuating thie things we all have in
common. .. starting with the 'EARTH'. . . Though that would seem
logical...yet It also seems that we need a constant reminder of
this...perhaps we could fly 8 FRESH NEW FLAG ‘under' each countries
flag. And the only requirement to fly this flag.. would be_.. you have to
belong to the Earth.. . Or even mare inclusive . the universe.

The add-on Hiag could simply have a picture of the EARTH on it Perhaps
with the word ‘ONE’ or "We are all.one”...or" We're all in this
togather"...something more all inslusive...scross the front of it, as a
constant reminder that all,..what "orie” does...now...affects us
all...especially now that the world seems. .. much ‘smaller’ these days
‘We are... now... all i the same boat'. Perhaps gven add an image of a
boat to the flag to help remind us to...” Let's not rock it” as the

saying goes, Better yet let’s start fixing the holes we have put in

it...and start treating each other the way we would like to be

treated...and we all will have much mare fun sailing with a much
smocther-ride, with less tension. Then we can‘all be rested and prepared
to work together and get this place back to the more original plan the
creator had probably intended for:us and the Earth.

The sale of this flag could help repair the earth and each other. From

the damage we ALL did.

Please read Healing the soul of America and fisten to Neale Donald
Walsch- They can be checked out from the library. These tapes seem to be
saying everything we gil have been frying to say anyhow, but without
knowing how to put the words together, especially without all the dogma
invoived. And they have the potential to-help us... help others. i, or
when, thay ask for help, and you will know more what to say...of some
things to'refer seekers to.. People knowing of these modalties... CAN save
our world, as we now know it.

Most of all... these authors admit that these messages are not the only
way... "just another way”

And even better..not everyone needs to even have read all of these to
make a difference in the collestive conscious of the planet. It has been
discavered that it only takes 10% of a population to effect a knowing in
the rest. [The hundradth monkey effect] or readfiisten to the LOST DEAD

SEA SCROLLS for more info on this.

Alliry all, we miust remernber that

THE EARTH DOES NOT BELONG TO US. . WE BELONG TO THE EARTH. Chief
Seattle.

Ard .. Humang are not the only ones on the Earth . we just ot like it.

These two sayings... simply put ... seem to help us bring things back to
perspactive swiltly.
Please watch the new Dennis Kuginch film, about how slectable he isand
row he talks about being a jong shiof .. {just did And | oried

.deeply... We do need a long shot... it may. be the only thing that can

get us back on track .. being this far off.

Also | noticed that Marianne Witliarmson, Nell Donaid Walsch and £d Asner
and many rmany others afe now endorsing DJ [Dennis John] .. .Ed Asner,
soincidently, is one of the readers for the CONVERSATION WITH GOD SERIES
waitten by Neit Donald Walsch. Please don't thirik that Nefts book and
tapes are full of dogma they are more lilke common sense...actually going
thru his material, is more like re-membaring, than leaming anything

knew. This is a collection of things we already know... but somehow have
forgotten.. .yet addly as we re-discover this information. we feel, very
profound, while re-connecting with all this

They are like no other book or tapes that | have ever read or heard.

And this series along with Marianne Williamsons, Carolyri Myss, Gary
Zukav-and Wayne Dyer inay have the potential for 80 much healing, on such
a grand scale, for everyone... that makes these best sellers: And must
reads... why they don't use these in schools is almost ridicules. it has
the potential to avert grief .. almost immediately. And i don't consider

it any more refigious than teaching a psychology class.

It is mot the only way .. just another way.
Guod Happens
Love Shalf Prevait

Sincerely,

bongo dave

8990 Stearns Rd
Clmsted Fails, OH 44138
USA
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Eric Davis

William Dawson
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12 November 2003

Mz, John Forren

U.S. EPA (3EA30)
1650 Arch St.
Philadelphia, PA 13103

Dear Mr, Forren,

1 was disappointed with the DEIS. It seems that the public’s resources such as clean
water, headwater sireams, and animals are not adequately compensated by the coal
companies. The coal companies are allowed to profit at the public’s loss of trust

. resources. What we.need are stronger laws protecting trust resources, not weaker ones. 1
understand America has a security interest in energy; however, the costs are unfairly
distributed to Appatachia.

Mountaintop-removal mining and valley fills are devastating the Appalachian
environment and its unique culture. These practices bury important headwater streams,
destroy biologically rich forest ecosystems, damage drinking-water sources used by
millions of people, cause frequent and severe flooding, and wreck the quality of life in
mountain comrmuaities.

1 do not support Alternative 1, 2, or 3 as deseribed in the draft EIS report. None of these
options will protect Appatachian forests, water, or communities. fn particular, I oppose
the proposal to eliminate the stream buffer-zone rule that prohibits mining activity within
100 feet of streams. This rule should be strictly enforced for valley fills and in all other
cases. The coal industry must be regulated, and their take of public regources must be
where the regulation begins.

Leveling mountaing anff burying streams is wrong and must stop.
Sincerely,

1. Exic Davis Jr.

10-8-3

1-9
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- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA /LIS on 01/09/2004 02:51 PM -

william dawson
<redsprucerolfing  To:
(@ yahoo.com:> ce

R3 Mountaintop@EPA

Subject: Comments on draft EIS on mountaintop removal mining

01/06/2004 03:13
AM

January 6, 2004

Mr. John Forren

U8, Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street

Phiadelphia, PA 19103

Dear John Forren,

i am a resident of appalachia and Ive the land where 1 live. it is full

of natural aichness and as such has been exploited for toe long, st its
own expense, and also that of the country, 1 reall ydont know if it is
worth telling you how disgusting the moutaintop removal 1s from an
ecological and aesthetic stadpoint. i am convinced nobody in the bush
admynistrtion knows anything about science at all, conveniently
distnising the natural reality of canse and effect when their plans are

at stake. do you all care about your childre? i care gsbout mine and want
them fo live in a clean and environmentally safe world. as americans we
have the most naturally beautiful, diverse and fertile land in the

world. yet we ke it for granted and even with scorn. this saddens me
from #n ddministration so mtent on "making us safe” from all kinds of
human agencies. but then ignoring or dishonestly denying the dangers
posed from eavironmental contamination. all our public water should be
safe at least to eat the fish from, but dumping exessive amounts of mine
spoil into the headwaters of our major rivers would certainly not make
me feel safe eating fish downstream. i feel like f'm wasting my time

with this because your administration bas yet to demonstrate concern for
out niatural heritage or its future, sad, very sad. dont plan on getting

my vote. willlam dawson, marlinto, wv.

1 am upset to leacn that the Bush administration plans to continue to
let conl companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level
mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams, and destroy communities,

According to the administeation’s draft Environmental Impact
Statement(E1S) on mountamtop removal coal mining, the environmental
effects of mousitaintop removal are widespread, devastating, and
penmnanent. Yet the dealt BIS proposes no restrictions on the size of
valley fills that bury streams, no limits on the number of avres of
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Elmer & Angela Dobson

forest that can be destroyed, no protections for impetiled wildlife, and

0o safeguards for the communities of people that depend on the regron’s ‘ jl f A B a2
natural resources for themselves and future generations. Elmer and Angela Dobson . iﬂgo D SEP 15
2335 Clear Creek Road
The Bush admmistration's "preferred alternative” for addressing the Hazard, KY 41701
problems caused by mountaintop removal coal mining 15 to weaken existing 606-251-3710
environmental protections. This "prefetred alternative” ignores the
administeation's own studies detailing the devastation caused by John Forren
mountaintop removal coal mining; inchuding: U.S. EP4 (3330)
. 1850 Arch Streel
- over 1200 miles of streams have been damaged or destroyed by 1-5 Philadelphia PA 19103

mountaintop removal,

Dear Mr. Forren

This letter is the absolute Lruth aboul mountain top removal mining and valley fills.
You may even say that this leller is a true environmental impact statement withoul the
Lainting of special interest, near sighted, botlom line only, non-Appalachia individuals,

- forest losses in West Virginia have the potental of directly
impacting as many a5 244 vertebrate wildlife species;

- Without new limits on mountaintop removal, an additional 350 square

miles of mountains, streams, and forests will be flattened and destroyed compam?& polilicians, and energy wasters. o
by mountgintop removel mining, Sir, whal we are about lo lell you is the lrulh. and you sir are inviled to come and
visil Appalachia al anylime {o see for yoursell We undersland ihal you and your staff
in light of these facts, 1 urge you to consider alternatives that reduce probably live in a concrele jungle and thal you are obviously lacking in the ares of
the environmental impacts of mountaintop removal. Thank you common sense and the basic knowledge thel our mountains, sireams. limber, and olher
tor your consideration of this important issue. natural resources are here for us {o use nol Lo waste and destroy. Every time you turn on
a ligh! or any other item which consumes electricity remember your eleclric bill only
Sincerely, shows & small part of the actual cosl. He live here and see the cosl everyday. We live
with land that wont grow a weed, and water hal is too foul and poison for anything to
william dawson drink much less live in. Anyone who would even consider weakening the current regulalions
rie. 1 box 345 which are already loo weak, must have a pure halred for iheir children and grandchildren.
Maslmeon, WV 24954 The great rainforests of the earth are disappearing al an alarming rate and every time we
UsA do so much damage to the land that it wonl even grow a lree, we do damage 1o the

énvironment that our grandchildren will live in. You and everyone involved are betling that
Lhere is enough coal Lo produce electricily Lo power Lhe air purifiers thal will be needed to
clean the air of the world after the trees are gone. Whal kind of sense does thal make?

Do you know that if someone went lo Philadelphia and dumped selenium into your
waler ways, they would be arrested, have lo pay huge fines and maybe even face jail time.
Maybe releasing poisons such ss selenium into any waterway. (Waterway: any place where 5-5.2
water nalurally runs, or collects two or more days a year.) A million dollars a dey fine for
every day it is not cleaned up. Are you people-so ignorant thal you dont realize thal
aqualic life is a vilal parl of Lhe balance of nature? How much Aquatic life has already
been destroyed? 2000 miles of streams sounds like a lot Lo us!

e believe Lbat God crealed a special place in Hell for those of you who willingly do
damage and destruction o his creations. Mysell and almost everyone | know are opposed
to mountain top removal mining operations and extremely opposed to the destruclive,
environmenlally murderous. lotal disregard for Lhe earth. praclice of valley fills. It is 1-9
disgusting and makes us mad as hell thal we fund scienlific studies and then ignore them
when Lhey find thal levelirig mountains and burying streams must be stopped. | believe
‘thal a very large law suit may be in order.

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-036 Section A - Citizens



B. Dominey
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Any law, rule. or regulation Lhat allows mining aclivities of any lype within 100 Test xR MR, Forren " -
of any stream or walerway above or below ground is wrong, dangerous lo all life forms HEC'D JAN 2 § 2
downstream, and we are to no end opposed. How many scientific sludies must be done 5-7-1 \ :
before our government realizes the widespread and irreversible damage the coal industry is pR’ﬁSD:DM\T &5&5 POMTNIETRATION STILL PLANS ©ON

doing and our elected officials are continuing to allow Lo happen to the stale of KY. and all

of Appalachia. | £TTING CORL COMPAN TES DesTBOY REPLACHTAN MTAEN
The ELS. conlains allernalives §1, §2. and #3. These allernalives are a bad joke. -5 THEM FOR s o i
Tops, BY 1EVELING THDI eEh coL

They are a direct threal io our homeland and each and every person who lives here.
I you wrong people, the environment. or the wildlife, it will eventually come back to

you. How much longer do you think you can ignore scienlific and other evidence of the WITH THE TCN5) OF Now UfRT} wIiL fe DTSPOSED oF IN
severe harm of mountain lop removal, valley filling and olher unethical mining practices. ,
You are ignoring the public demand and basic American right Lo have clean waler to drink STREPMS + tKICH OF COURSE Wil DESTROY THERE: NATURPL
and use in our daily life We all should have a right lo a clean, healthy environment. We PUR POSE fS WELL 15 DRINYTNG WHER SUPPLITES ¢
should have a right to live in communilies where our homes are nol shaken apart by the
hands of olher men. We should be safe from companies who have no regard for anylhing MNING N LRES oF PropLe FROM THEIR HOMES, 1-9
bul the bollom line,
THTS OI8TRICTION TS RepuLsTiE TO THE EVE,
Thank You, DrscosTING To THINKEK THEY'LL BE ABLE TO 0O THIS ACT,

Elmer & Angela Dobson o GICKENS ME 7O REPD 6R HEBR BNYTHING RECURRDIN &

OTSRESPECT 1O 600S JooR EfR !

T Pleh WIvH U O Do AL THAT You Chn T8 PREVENT-
ING THTS [(ISTRUCTION o ANYTHING v CAN Do TO
PRESERVE  THTS AN,

Rensk,
@/,@:mim%( -
B.Dowaey
14519 FrxpR
Reeeon, Ch. 9
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Gail Douglas

Linda Downs

Dear hwr . froew -
M disagpruabd g, duquy Hoat M Bdoat Enomnand

!{W (ES i sttt whewn b proposid wiakmivey

rath than  SVumglomimy P/u{wﬂay)s-fﬂ f)wfit g

He ondrownanl- L dh 1T Supprtd any of the e
olteredives  conkmivea witiiy) e Environmental
dmpact Stediment fpoet - Al v optens wil
wabe it osler 4 C.ow\()aw'zs 1o des sheams |

damncpering wildlife g MM\{ communiMes -
Sl
Emb bougas

REC'D BEC 2 9 23

@mmfaﬁ
‘a%’w/gé%wmm‘
@ Oty e Gear

e
VALLEY STREAM, NY 11582

®

1-10

The yorer God will be h;
with you wherever you go. i
Jotbua 19

e ,‘,.._,,1

August 8, 2003

T i

| &ECD ws s

Mr. John Forren

U. 8. EPA (3EA30)
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren:

1 would like to share my opinion with you in regards to Mountain Top Mining and Valley l 2-3
Fills in Appalachia. 1 believe Environmental groups are pushing their proposals to the extreme at
the cost of thousands of jobs. You can go so far with regulations that Companies cannot afford l 11-2-2
to stay in business for the expense of trying to meet such strict guidelines.

The economy is terrible right now and the nations unemployment rate is at 6.2%. We can 1-12
mine the coal and follow the current regulations that protect our air and water. The land is
restored back to its natural beauty.

1 think one of the biggest problems in our area is sewage that gets into our streams and
rivers. The area I live is only six (6) miles cutside of Harlan, Ky. and “city water” is not available,
The well water is so bad, that filtering systems can’t handle the iron and sulfur, Iwould like to
see the Environmental groups look at some of these serious problems and not look at ways fo
force the Coal Industry out of business with stricter regulations.

The Coal Industry has supported me now for 25 years. I was able to raise my son
28 a single parent. T appreciste the coal miners who work very hard. For most of the miners, coal
mining is and has been their lifs. Please support the Coal Industry in this very important matter.

Sincerely,
il O Duers

Linda C. Downs
P.0.Box 175
Putney, Ky. 40865
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Waneta Dressler
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Phoebe Driscoll Morris Dunlop
——— [ .
-- Forwarded by David Rider/RIUSEPAUS on 01/08/2004 01:52 PM -
PHOEBE A. DRISCOLL
'go Swedéesford Road ' Mordunlop@aol.com
Ambler, Pennsylvania 19002 To:  R3 Mountaintop@ERA
(215) 6999648 12/30/2003 12:46 o
Fax: (218) 699-7300" M Subject: for att. Mr John Forren .. please.
- L IREC'D JAN2 6 204
l o o\n " EPM o
, o g .
l&s = @ 3}’" 'Q‘?,b {/&L/DH Mr. John Farren
o [ S : Project Manager
(,,l,' Bach ¢ U.8 Environmental Protection Agency (3EA3D)
ph . OB 19163 1650 Arch Strest
w I ; Philadeiphia, PA 19103
. i » . Dear Mr Forren,
" Deur (13 Famyg\ e
: . . 1 am e'ing from Northern treland, | have been involved in environmental
o ‘% %‘ 9 52 ) protection issues here in N ireland for quite a number of years. | began
[ & a,@@.,u onvinns ‘ my carger as a junior Laboratory: Assistant back in 1993. Then | was
) 1 __9 invalved in a base line:study of Water Quality in Lough Neagh, the
: largest fresh water resource in Great Britlan, it has saddened me fo
( )ﬂ walch the water quality in what i§ now the major drinking water resource
e %ﬂ oL mﬁqx o ‘k—‘P ‘(\ [ Oy Ll for the majority of the 1.3 million inhabitarts reduce in quality to now
Aﬂa\' aneTive fosd . being hypereutrophic with aigal biooms threatning the entire ecosystem.
" :t 7 ) { receive a bulliton from "Earthwatel. 1 found a site some time-ago and
& ¥ro- s J& ’(\m £ {"‘ envirn left my e-mail address so receive their bulliton. Mostly | delete. Today
® . . an arficle intregued me. Here it is in part:
. Mountzirtop remeval coal mining is-a form of strip mining inwhich coat
. : “‘S ge S, et companies search for coal throughout Appalachia by literally blasting
(50,«\;% I ams § L hundreds
; 10 6 2 of feet off the tops of mountains, pushing millions of toris of mining
\ U waste
QM @uoa \ rubble into surrounding valleys and burying hundreds of riles of
o streams. The
Bush administration has released a draft environmental impact statement
P . assessing the effects of mountaintop remaval mining that confirms that
‘ the ] _9

: (i\\\om\f\.i QJ\ Wb ooen b s ““3\”

resulting environmental and social harms are severe and mostly
irreversible,

More than 1200 miles of streams already have been buried, damaged or
destroyed,

hundreds of square miles of forested mountains flattened; and
generations-old

commurities of coalfield residents have been forced from their homas by
this

extremely destructive mining practice.

Please could you take a few minutes and explain in rational terminology
the practice of mountaintop mining. | cannot imagine 'blasting hundreds
of feet off the tops of mountains' ... and burying many miles of
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Bill Dwyer

streams -

s my understanding biowing off mourtain tops is a very considerable _‘fﬂr Copcerned At 157’4! Lavieomacits| I V"‘*{' Stete - 1-8
achlevement. Burying streams is a dangerous pasttime as they have f—. .

usually predelermined their flow regeims and pathways andiwill questte | 1 =0 Mert drrt on pen T renop| ‘{” e Nt

have them returned with mudslides and the like occuring as they

re-establish their powerful ways.

/RC&MM&( /’é’ﬁln’ @ )’Z“y) Zv e ﬂmi‘mg .
ZE S @ Cfecr Lioltin o the Cean Wicton
At and the Surfoce /%w Act o oestrsy
/ﬁwn‘i‘%:s “And Fn’f in ﬁﬂwm wth ‘Z{e 4'//{:4
ok as  mest /Oﬂkyé nith Commay  jencs a /e 1-9
&O/lg‘s“— enforce the fow asd Aoat Cove 7i%
f/‘eﬁilft F7an “he Cenl C’D@OM;,, 434 the Buyd
AJ/M»;;{‘N“EI« 7'7)“},5 ,é.// » /"V‘

7
REC'D AS 112003 | ;@ﬁ.ﬁ‘” wy :usaf/

|
| wilt be interested in any comments

|
Yours Sincerely,

Morris Duniop.
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. December 31, 2003

Mz John Forren

Project Manager

U8, Eavionmmental Protection Agency (3EAM,
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Bmuail: mountaintop s3¢@epa.gov

Dear ir:

“The federal government - with Republicans in control of the White House, Congress and the judiciary - has
lnunched the largest rollback of environmental law ever. The Bush adnunistration seems determined to undo
much of the good done since Harth Day 1970, when 20 million Americans defended the planet in the biggest
miass demonstration in US. history ™. “Bush's "Healthy Forests” initiative likewise suffers from Orwellian
doublespesk, felling Western fotests to save them. Disguised s 4 measure for curbing wildfizes, the plan invites
Ingging companies to cut healthy tees in national forests while reducing public oversight” ! Now the Bush
administration wants to make it easier for coal mining corhpanies to blast the tops off mountains and dunp
the tons of resulfing waste into the valleys and streams below How well Tean recall 2 gold rining opesation
being allowed to rip and stip here in Colodo all the while promising to. proteet the envitonment. Now it a
Superfund site. Thanks, but rio thariks,

According to the draft EIS, the environmenal effects of mnunmimop removal are widespresd, devastating and
petmatent. Yet the draft FIS proposes no wetrietions on the sw: of valley fills that bury streamns, no fimits an

the number of acrer of forest that can be d d, no p for imperled wildlife and no safeguards
for the communities that depend on the regjon’s natuml resources for themselves snd fumire genentions.
Instead, the Bush administration’s “preferred alternative” for add; g, the epormous problems cavsed by

mountaintop remeval mining ignores the administrtion's own studies and proposes weakenug existing
environmental pratections and sllowing mountaintop removal and associated valley Glls to continue at an
accelerated rate.

strongly utge you to.amend the EPA’s draft envi d impact 30 28 to limit the effects of
Harmful mountaintop removal mining, 1 find it unconscionsble that the Bush administration plans to continue
to let coal companies dextroy Appalachia with mining practices that fovel mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury
strearns and destroy communities.

‘I'he Bush adrministestion mivst ider al that reduce the envirorunental impacts of mountsiotop
zemoval and then implement measures 1o protect natural tesaurces and communities in Appalachin, sach as
restrictions on the size.of valley fills to reduce the destruction of streams, forests, wildlife and conmmunities, T
urge you to immediately amend the draft BIS accordingly.

Sincerely,

Craig Edgerion

854 West Battlemnent Parkway, 11206
Parachute CO 81635

{970)285-9825

1 Geonge Bush's War on Natute, GLENN SCHERER / Salon 6jan03
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Edgar Edinger

{Embedded unage moved to file: pic29510.jpg)

<o Porwarded by David Ridee/R3/USEPA/US on 01/06/2004 11:18 AM —
Craip Edgerton
< cramgedgert@eart To: R3 Mountuntop@EPA
hiink.net> ce:

Subjeet: consider alteenatives that reduce the enviconmental impacts

(see Docurnent
12/31/2003 01:56
PM

enclosed)

The Bush administration must consider alternatives that reduce the

emrronmental impacts of mountaintop temoval and then implement measures 1-5
to pratect natural resources and communities in Appalachin(See attached

tider Doc.dog)
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lier Edinger

Dave Edwards

SISy fdm g
Cosoolland Iidia <A 9/t y
jdla( cad, dog y

FRECD a6

1-9

1-10

- Forwarded by David Ridee/R3/USEPA /LIS on 01,/20/2004 09:08 AM -

"bongodave@icox.ne

" <bongodave To:  mountaintop. 3@epamail.epagov
ce

01/17/2004 01:20 Subject: Support clean water!

AM

M. John Forren
U.S EPA (BEA3D)

Dieat Mr. Forcen,

Please reduce the harmful effects of mountaintop removal coal mining o protect natural
resources and communities and do not weaken environmental protections that apply to the
companies that ate conducting mouitaintop temoval, 1-7

"The draft Envitonmental Impact Statement (FLS) on mountaintop removal should be
tewtitten to tecommend limits on the size of valley fills that bury streams and impesil
wildlife.

‘The draft Enviconmental Impact Statement should not do away with a sucface mining rule
that muakes it illegal for mining activities to disturh aceas within 100 feet of streams.

1-10

Below, is part of the list, | have been sending out:
To start, lot me say... these are not the only ways. ..just some other ways.

First T must say that T have been reading that if we created a solar panel field that was one
hundeed square miles, that it would generate enough electricity for the United States. Even if
this solar panel field had to be divided up and linked back together for logistics. If this is
teve... how can we deny creating this... The beénefits are great and the pollution is nil and
the likely hood of envitonmental accidents and the contamination and leaks as we have just
seen, and almost seen again...or the possible spreading of contaminants by looters...and or
“evil doers” as in Trag, would be less likely.

And if these solar fields were destroyed .. .they would not be as big of a problem to
duplicate as with reactors, and the living hell they would produce, to repaicand or replace, if’
damaged, or destroyed. Why do we still choose the latter in this day and age? Perhaps many
of ous corporations ate becoming out of control, cause these is no one person that “Is
Responsible” And all the CEO’s have to answer to stock holders...or” will be replaced”.
Thus creating a negative spiral downward in energy.
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We must stact appealing to the cogporation’s conscious, for doing the right thing and give
recognition... and give our business to the ones that ate improving and casing and are
greening up. We could start some kind of honoting systeny, to help recognize the ones we
wish to buy from or invest in. And this may help get the attention of the stockhalders to
get moge involved and cacing. This in wself would actually help the CEO?s of these
companies do what they invariably wish t see get done, but are afraid ro bring up to there
seniors for the fear of heing fired.... Or worse... rdiculed and labeled as a “softy” or “Tree

Hugper”.

Perhaps a lot of this got out of control because of our basic egos for many years have been
bred with feac It is kind of like an on stage feedback ..whete everyone is afraid to tuen
down the volume. What will happen if no onc turns gets up to adjust it? T have never sczn
any case where anyone would let feedback go for more than one or two seconds w find out.
Yet how long have we been letting iv build up?

No one ever knows, what will happen, because it is coteected...and quicklyl Though
everyone FEELS thar it it does not get attention, soon... it can’t be good... and will obviously
be very uncomfortable, until it burns out... blows up...ot simply breaks down. Though, While
everything is at a high fevered SQUEALN... Evetyone statts to cover there ears and runl No
one can prosper or even think beneficially in this feedback zone. Do you also feel we need o
turn it down... and get it all back under control... wherte it will be more comfortable, for
everyone? Then we can all get back to the fun stuff ...dancing, building, living and loving it
all ..and each other. :

Also we may need to be caretul promoting Hydrogen as an energy source. T recenitly heard
on a public radio talk show...the daily expert guest, telling people that hydrogen may be as
bad as anything else that reduces ozone. And that no matter how much care is taken in
transfersing and transporting, “some hydrogen will leak out” just as all gases leak even
when “ they” say “they won’t”. And what about the possibility that we could be creating
even mote dangerous terrorist targets [hydrogen plants] along with the nuclear plants we
dor’t know what 1 do with... and ot even how to fix nuclear plants, as they are statting to
find that borax is now eating holes thru these reactors, also now I see they are saying some
of the parts won’t withstand the pressures they thought it would. [T am afeaid to look into
this one]. And that the human maintenance has not been checking for these leaks, like they
said they would do, or have supposedly been doing, Along with what..inadvertently,
possibly, creating more hydrogen bom.

Can’t we just for a while concentrate on less disastrous alternative soucces such as wave,
wind, and solar energy? Soon as hydrogen is accepted, corporate giants may get in and wuin
it, by teyving to squeeze that last almighty dollar out, by reducing safety and environmental
concemns...we have that already, with reactors...it is not working,.. we still don’t know what
1o ddo with the waste... or how to protect them from evil doers...or how 1o maintain them
propery or maybe even how to fix them. And no one seemed to have visualized that boras
would form in them and start eating holes through the metal, in places hard to reach,

and repair. And we trusted them to.know what they wete doing by testing these pasts...which
now niay becoming another nightmare. They say that the petson going into them to fix them
will be exposed to over a yeats wotth of radiation, Who ya gonna call?

We need to get away from instant gratification thinking, Let’s Open up to something new,
fresh, and renewable. The energy is already ‘naturally’ there begging to be uged this way.
Let'sgive it a try.

1 believe if our leaders. .. along with the test of the world would quickly read and or listen to
these books and tapes* listed below, we would have a chance to get thru all this, swiftly and
with as little grief as possible and may create a lot of good friends on the way..though 1
don’t think Saddam Hussein would be motivated to change... T believe he is... our
motivation... to change... I never read sa much and so fast in my life. And 1 now, have
leatned the difference berween Religion and being Spiritual, and better. .. how the

two ean compliment each other, yet, not be the same thing, More importantly, why it is so
imperative that we seek to find this ditference very soon.. .there are more reasons here than
we thought. And it 18 really so easy to understand, the way these authors express these
Universal 1deas and differences.

If yau ate a secker...
This may help you find some new angles, from these Angels,

1} MANIFEST YOUR DESTINY [and others] Tapes or book by Wayne Dyer

2] * GARY ZUKAV’S book ~ SOUL STORIES, SEAT OF THE SOUL ~Tapes or book
3] Ot youcould Listen to these audio tapes first. They may be the fastest: *THE NEW
REVELATIONS-BY NEIL DONALD WALSCH along with his Friendship with God or
Communion with God series ot CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD

4] THE STARSEED TRANSMISSTONS; THE THIRD MILLENTUM; RETURN OF
THE BIRD TRIBE by KEN CAREY [listen to the others ficst, then these]

5] **¥* HEALING THE SOUL OF AMERICA and/or EVERYDAY GRACE by
MARIANNE WILLIAMSON

6] *THE BOOK OF CO-CREATION ‘THE REVELATION our crisis is a birth-
BARBARA MARX HUBBARD

71 SCIENCE OF MIND ~ 'This was actually my fisst introduction to all of these books,
tapes... and spouse. And the real conscious beginning to my life’s purpose or quest. Please
check out their small booklet, published monthly, that has continued the studics started by
EARNEST HOLMES (this is NOT' to be confused with scientology ... which we know
nothing about, so we can not advise one way or another ahout that, please ...no offense to
anyone.) This is also the way my life partner and I met ... at a Creative Life Drum Circle
Thru Reverend Dr. Jesse Jennings He is the ministec of the Creative Life Spiritual Center of
Houston. TX. He also has an article monthly in this pedodical. And itisa very good

readl... and is very interesting as he answers some of the most ” tough™ questions about the
spititual practice we all go thry in our everyday lives and he has a knack of making it all fun!
And s well worth the time cheécking him out, By reading the penodical called SCIRNCE OF
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MIND-change your thinking change your life; a philosophy, a faith, a way of life. Can be
ordeed online at scienceofmind.com or call 800-247-6463 or check a local bookstore or
library.
8] “** wew humanitiesteam.com or humanitysteam.com - o look up Neil
Donald Walsch, which you can check this out now. And actually help now.

91 THE LAST HOURS OF ANCIENT SUNLIGHT- THOM HARTMAN - Rachel my
spouse, read this, and recommends it. Thave not read it yet. Though she
had inteoduced me to all the others...must be good. She has recommended
that T include it here.
L0} Carolyn Myss —Listen to anything by her, e, ENERGY ANATOMY,
ANATOMY OF THE SPIRIT, SACRED CONTRACTS; or “YOUR PRIMAL NATURE?
11*** The DEAD SEA SCROLLS by GREGG BRADEN
12} JUMP TIME' by Jean Houston Ph.D.
13} YOUR PRIMAL NATURE’ by CAROLYN MYSS

We need to become more a more ‘all inclusive’... and less
‘scparatists’ as a socicty... maybe I am wrong... T have been
before..though I personally, at this time... feel...
Instead of just saying “God Bless America”. We need to think a litde
deeper and perhaps say” GOD BLESS US ALL”... Or “GOD BLESS OUR WORLD or
God Bless our Earth”..... Or “GOD BLESS OUR UNIVERSE...”,
Otherwise our image comes theough as if” are coming from a separatists
fear base [as opposed to a love base]...as if there is not enough
GOD/LOVE TO GO AROUND to bless... everyone... let alone a whole other
country.
JTMUST SEEM LIKE A NEGATIVE REMARK TO EVERYONE ELSE WIIO IS
NOT .
INCLUDED IN THIS “God Bless America”... ‘PRIVATE CLUB. We need to stact
accentuating the things we all have in common.. stating with the ‘EARTIP.. ... Though that
would seem logical.. yet...Jt also seems that we need a constant rerinder of this...pethaps we
could fly a FRESH NEW FLAG ‘under each countries flag. And the only sequirement to fly
this flag... would be... you have to belong to the Earth.... Ot even more inclusive. . .the
universe... The add-on flag could simply have a picture of the BARTIH on it. Pechaps
with the word ‘ONE’ or We ate all one..or We're all in this together...something more all
inclusive...across the front of it, as a constant reminder that all.. what *one’
does..now..affects us all..especially now that the world seems, .. much ‘smaller’ these days, ©
We are... now... all.. in the same boat'.” Let’s not rock it” as the saying goes. Better yet lets
stact fixing the holes we have put in it...and start treating each other the way we would like to
be teeated..and we all will have much more fun sailing with a much smoother dide, with less
tension. then we can all be rested and prepated 0 work together when the storms rise.
The sale of this flag could help repair the earth and each other. From the damage we ALL
did. Please read Healing the soul of America and listen to Neale Donald Walsch- They can
be checked out from the library, These tapes seem to be saying everything we all have been
Leying to say anyhow, but without knowing how 1o put the words together, especially
withcut all the dogma involved. And they have the potential to help us... help others. if, or

when, they ask for help, and you will know more what to say...or some things to efer
seekers to.. People knowing of these modalties. .. CAN save sur world, as we now know it
Most of all... these authors admit that these messages ate not the only way...”just another
way”. And even better,..not evéryone needs to even have read all of these to make a
ditference in the collective conscious of the planet. Tt has been discovered that it only takes
10% of a population o effect a knowing in the tast. [The hundredth monkey effect} oc
tead listen to the LOST DEAD SEA SCROLLS for more info on this,

Allin all, we must emember that THE EARTH DOES NOT BELONG TO US..WE
BELONG TO THE EARTH. Chief Seattle. And ...Humans are not the only oneés on the
Barth ...we just act like it

These two sayings... simply put ...scem to help us bring things back to.perspective swiftly.
Also | noticed that Marianne Williamson, Neil Donald Walsch and Ed Asner and many
many others are now-endorsing D] [Dennis John] ...Ed Asner; coincidently; is one of the
teaders for the CONVERSATION WITH GOD SERIES written by Neil Donald Walsch.
Please don’t think that Neils book and tapes are [ull of dogma they ate moge like common
sense..actually going thru his material, is more like re-membering, than learning anything
knew. This is a collection of things we alwady know... but someliow have forgotten.. yet
addly as we re-discover this information...we teel, very profound, while te-connecting with
all this. They st like no other book or tapes that Thave ever read ot heard. And this series
along with Marianne Williamsons, Carolyn Myss, Gary Zukav and Wayne Dyer may have the
potential for so much healing, on such a grand scale, for everyone... that makes these best
sellers. And must reads..why they dor’t use these in schools is almost ridicules...it has

the potential to avert griel ...almost immediately. And T dor’t consider it any more religious
than teaching a psychology class. Itis not the only way ...just another way.

Good Happens
Love Shall Prevail

dave edwards
6990 steaens road
olmsted falls, OH 44138
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Draft EIS MTM/VF comments by S.1. Bggert:

‘The purpose of this Dratt EIS is to “evaluate options for improving agency programs under the
Clean Water Act (CWA). Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) and the
Endangered Species Act (ESA} that will comtribute to reducing the adverse environmental
impacts of mountaintop mining operations and excess spoil valley fills (MTM/VE) in
Appalachia.” Unfortunately, the preferred alternative focuses more on ageney and mining
company efficiency rather than reducing adverse environmental impacts of MTM/VF. The
following items must be addressed in the final draft of the EIS:

a. Selenium contamination of waters draining MTM/VF sites has repeatedly violated provisions
of the Clean Water Act and US EPA’s Safe Drinking Standards (66 violations). No solution to
this environmental impact has been presented in this EIS. At a mitimum, selenium levels in
s0ils Lo be disturbed by MTM/VF should be included as part of the permitting process. Those
arcas with high sclenium soils should not be disturbed. The clear findings of unhealthy sclenium
concentrations below valley fills also should be stated in the executive summary for the public to
see, rather than buried in numerous appendices, This is a serious human health issue since
selenium bioaccumulates,

b. There are references throughout the LIS regarding applying “functional stream assessments to
determine onsite mitigation.” (i.e. ES-6, E8-7, ES-9, ES-10, [L.C-51-54, 11.D-6) However, no
method of doing these functional assessments has been presented in this RIS, The COE Stream
Assessment Protocol for Bastern Kentucky DOES NOT MEASURE FUNCTIONAL
ATTRIBUTES OF STREAMS (examples of functional measurements include: organic matter
decomiposition, respiration, primary and secondary production, nutrient cycling). Text in the
protocol clearty states that the COE Stream Assessment Protocol for Eastern Kentucky was not
designed to measurc functional attributes due to cost and inconvenience to the regulated public.
“lt is appreciated that a move thorough treatment of modeling stream functions may be
accomplished with a more intensive effort. However, this would also take a greater expenditure
of resources and may also impose new requirements on the information submitted by
applicants.” (Sparks, Townsend, Hagman and Messer, Aquatic Resources News: a regulatory
newsletter, US ACOE, 2003) Note: this publication was not included in the Draft EIS and
should be included in the final EIS. The Eastern Kentucky Assessment Protocol only measures
structural and physical components of streams: taxa richness, EPT richness, mHBI,
Y%Epliemeroptera, %Chironomidae + Oligochaeta, conductivity, riparian width, canopy, and
embeddedness (Sparks et al. 2003). Furthermore, a stream assessment protocol developed by the
Neorfolk District and the Virginia DEQ also did not include functional measures of streams.
(Schwing and Culpepper 2003) [Note: this publication was not included in the Draft EIS and
should be included in the final EIS.] The authors of this publication also acknowledge that this
protocol does not address stream function, “Beeause development of a fitlly functional stream
assessment model could take several months, there was a need for a more rapid assessment tool
Jor the regulatory program that was still objective and guantitative. Therefore, the Norfolk
District and the Virginia DEQ) decided 1o pursue an interim stream assessment protocol that
could bridge the gap between the subjective measures currently in place and a full functional
assessment model. The interim stream assessment approach is not a fiull functional assessnient
model in the sense that the Corps’ Hydro-Geomorphic (HGM) assessment or the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service's Habitat Evaluation Procedures (HEP) are.” “Therefore, while specific stream

2

5-5-4

6-6-4

ecological functions have not been identified, it is pre d that the highest sustainable
evologival functions ocrur in the least disturbed streams relative to moderately disturbed and
most disturbed stream systems.” (Schwinn and Culpepper, 2003).

1 applaud the fact that the draft FIS suggests that functional measurements of streams will be
used to assess streams impacted by MTM/VE. The HGM method designed by the COE for
wetlands is a good one and has been used successfully for wetland mitigation. Additional time
and money shouid be speat to come up with a truly functional approach for stream assessments.

¢. The total length of stream miles previously impacied by MTM/VT are underestimated in the
draft EIS, In the “Landscape Scale Cumulative Impact Study of Mounfaintop Mining
Operations” conducted by US EPA Region 3 (Appendix 1) impacted stream estimates were
derived from synthetic stream networks, The authors of the study admit that their methods
probably underestimate the actual number of stream miles impacted by MTM/VE, “For the data
used in the enmulative impect study a contributing area of 30 acres was selected 1o generate @
stream. There is some uncertainty is this selection given that permits in Kentucky have indicated
perennial streams in watersheds smaller than 10 acres. Therefore; the synthetic stream network
may underestimate stream length.” They also admit that they did not verify the accuracy of their
synthetic network with actual stream longths in the field, “The synthetic stream network was not
ground truthed.” (USEPA 2002, Appendix [, p. 24). Purthermore, their results did not include
downstream impacts (o streams, “Mndirect impacts 10 streams such as thoye that would occuy
downstream from filled or mined put stream areas were not evaluated in this analysts. As surch,
resulls of the direct-impacts of stream metrics likely underestimates total impacts to streams.”
(USEPA 2002, Appendix I, p. iii-iv). The potential inaccuracy of the impacted stream miles (in
this case an underestimate of the potential environmental damage inflicted by MTM/VE) MUST
be stated upfront in the executive summary and not hidden from the public in an appendix.

d. The misstatement in the Executive Summary that, “Some streams below fills showed
biolagical assemblages and water guality of good quality comparable to reference streams.”
(ES-4) must be removed from the draft EIS. Streams below fills were in good condition or better
only 33% of the time according to US EPA data, (Green and Passmore, 2000 Appendix D).
Unmined sites scored in the good or very good range 91% of the time (Green and Passmote,
2000 Appendix D). Actual statements trom the US EPA report are below:

In contrast to the unmined sires, the filled sites scoved over the entire range of conditions.
Over all five seasons, the filled sites scored In the very good range 14% of the time, in the good
range 19% of the time, in the fair range 53% of the time, in the poor range 12% of the lime, and
in the very poor range only 1% of the time. We believe the range of biological conditions found
in the filled sites con be explained by differences in water quality (see section 7.0 for a
discussion of the associations between biological condition and conductivity). (Green and
Passmore, 2000 Appendix ).

In the seasons with complete data sets (spring 1999, winter 2000, and spring 2000), the
unmined sites generally scored in.the good to very good range using the WVDEP Stream
Condition Index. Qver all five seasons, the unmined sites scored in the very good range 72% of
the time and in the good range 19% of the time (table 2). (Green and Passmore, 2000 Appendix
D).
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There is a huge difference between 33% and 91%. Clearly, valley fills negatively impact stream
macroinveriebrates. The attempt to mislead the public with respect to the negative affects of
MTM/VF on aguatic biota by the suthors of the draft EIS ix unethical.

Section |-2. Under “Purpose of the EIS” heading, “Unites” should be spelled “United.” Please
correct this error throughout the EIS.

e H.C-10. According to the draft EIS, “The SMCRA regulations do not currently contain
requirements Jor biological moniforing or documenting physical attributes of streams.” How
will adverse impacts on aquatic biota be monitored if biological monitoring is not required?
Some provision for the requirement of biological monitoring should be included in the
permiiting process and described in the final EIS.

. Monitoring and inspection. (ILC-57). This scetion is extremely lacking in details as to how
monitoring will be accomplished. Storm water monitoring should be required to accurately
quantify pollutant loading. Baseflow monitoring minimizes environmental effects of MTM/VE.

g 11.D-8. “‘unnaceptable” is spelfed incorrectly. Regarding the advance veto powers of EPA in
cases where if finds that mountaintop mining would have unacceptable adverse effects on certain
aquatic resources, | hope that someday CPA finds the courage to exercise its CW A Section 404
() authority on this issue. Based on the data presented in every study associated with this E18,
mountaintop mining and valley filling causes and contributes to significant degradation of waters
of the U.S., which directly violates 40 CFR 230.10(c) of Section 404 (b) of the CWA.

h. ILD-9. The statement, “Further, the EIS studies did not conclude that impacts docuinented
below MTM/VF sperations cause or contribute to significant degradation of waters of the U.S.
[40 CFR 230.10c)]. " is ca ely false. Data presented in every study associated with this
EIS, demonstrated that mountaintop mining and valley filling causes and contributes to
significant degradation of waters of the U.S., which directly violates 40 CFR 230.10(c) of
Section 404 {b) of the CWA. To just name a [ew, consider the increased selenium concentrations
below valley fills that violated safe drinking water standards (66 times), the increase in
coneetitrations of suifaic, total dissolved solids, total calcium, total magnesium, hardness, total
manganese, dissolved manganese, specific conductance, alkalinity, total potassium, acidity and
nitrate/nitrite below valley fills, the shift from pollution sensitive macroinvertebrates to pollution
tolerant opes below valley fills, the decreased mean particle size and greater number of pasticles
less than 2 mm in size below valley fills, and the complete loss of more than 1,200 miles of
headwater streams? A paragraph on page 11ID.13 specifically states that there is probable cause
between mining upstremn and increased conductivity in stream water below the fills: “In
general, the filled and filled/residential classes had substantially higher median conductivity
than the unmined and mined classes. It is important to note that the filled sites generally had
comparable or higher conductivity than the filled/vesidential sites within o watershed, indicating
that the probable cause of the increase in the total dissolved solids at the filled/residential sites
swas the mining activity upstream rather than the residences.”

6-4-4
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i, IILC-12. In reference to the last bullet under “Biological™; The statement “They enhance
sediment transport downstream by breuking down the leaf material,” should read “They enhance
fine organic matier transport downstream by breaking down the leaf matedal” This phrase
should also be corrected on the bottom of page 10 of the Proceedings of the Aquatic Lcosystem
Enhancement Symposium, Appendix D,

3. HILC-20. The statement, “In fact, the establishment of ponds or wetlands on benches or ai the
toe of mined areas may tend to limit the effect of disturbances on the downsiream watersheds
(Wallace, B. in EPA et al. March 20, 2000), " is not complete, It also should be added here that
B. Wallace and R. Powell stated that ponds do not replace the structure and function of original
first and second order watersheds (Proceedings of Aquatic Ecosystem Enhancement Symposium,
Appendix D, p. 18 and 19).

k. HLD-2. “d cumulative impact study of the length of stream directly impacted within the study
area was performed by the USEPA (2002). The stream lengths evaluated were based. on the same
synthetic stream network as the OSM fill inventory which includes streams located upslope from
the USGS blueline streams. This cumulative impact study differed from the previously discussed
studies in that the estimate of stream length impacted was based on length of stream filled and
length of streani mined through. This study estimated 1,208 miles of direct impact lo stream
systems in the study area based on permits issued in the last ten years (1992-2002). This
estimated of filled or mined through streams represents 2.05% of the stream miles in the study
area.” These values of stream miles lost are underestimates based on the authors’ qualifications
of the methods used in the study. See my comments above.

1. HLD-5. “The extent to which energy loss may be offset by input from rectamation of the mine
site and adjdcent undistiwbed areas is unkiown. Impacts that this type of net energy "change”
weuld have on the downstream aquatic environment is uncertain and requires further
mvestigation.” Since trees don’t grow very well on reclaimed mine spoil (Handel, 2002
Appendix E), and ponds do not replace the function of 1st order streams (Proceedings of Aquatic
Ecosystem Enhancement Symposium, Appendix D, p. 18 and 19), there is probably little offset
contributed by reclaimed mine sites.

m. [ILD-14, 3rd paragraph. “This study also found very low percentages of mayflies
(ephemeroplera) al this sites and elevated surface water conductivity, hardness and sulfates,”
should read, * This study also found very low percentages of mayflies (ephemeroptera) at these
sites and elevated surface water conductivity, hardness and sulfates.”

nIILD-19. “Creation of other ponds and wetland resources on mined land has shown more
promise. Wallace (EPA 2000) suggested that these types of systems can be important sites of
nutrient storage and uptake provided that a sufficiently vegetated littoral zone is present.”

13. Wallace also said that ponds cannot replace pre-mninisg streams (Proceedings of Aquatic
Ecosystemn Enhancement Symposium, Appendix D, p. 19).

oJILE-3. 2nd paragraph. “Tress” should be spelled “trees”

p. Fig. IILF-2. The legend for this figure has no shading on my EIS copy, so I cannot tell which
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part of the figure refers to amphibians, birds, mammals or reptiles.

q. [LF-7. last parageaph. “Species richness and abundance is lower on reclaimed grasslands
than shrubipole, fragmented forest, and intact forest habitats (Wood and Edwards, 2001},
Species richness and abundance of what? This sentence contradicts the first sentence of the
paragraph. “Species richness and abundance of songbirds is higher in shrub/pole habitats of
mountatntop mining sites than in grassland, fragmented forest, and intact forest habitats (Wood
and Edwards, 2001; Canterbury, 2001).” Please rephrase,

r. HLE-9. “Burton and Lykens, 1975 should read “Burton and Likens, 1975." This reference is
not listed in the References section of the EIS.

s. HLE-16. How much carbon sequostration has been lost due to MTM/VE? Since trees do not
grow to any significant degree on reclaimed valley fills (Handel, 2002, Appendix E}, hasn’t
MTM/VF reduced carbon sequestration? Please address this question in the EIS.

t. TTL.G-3. Peak Flow Study. If trees are unable to survive on reclaimed MTM/VF sites (Handel,
2002, Appendix E), why bother including data regarding estimated peak flows on permitied post-
mining forested sites. This scenario will never happen.

©u. VA3, The direct burial of stream segments by MTM/VF is not a long-term irretrievable
commitment of resources if it is not permitted to oceur in the first place. The direct burial of
streams violates 40 CFR 230.10(c) of Section 404 (b) of the CWA, Unfortunately, US EPA is
unwilling and/or unable to use its advance veto power to minimize, and/or stop the downstream
degradation occurring due to MTM/VF.

v. IV.A-4. “The loss of these reserves would not have an immediate. irreversible effect on
energy production, because sufficient coal reserves exist elsewhere to meet current energy
demands. However, long-term effecis on energy production conld ocour, sinee rendering some
Appalachian supface mining coal reserves unminable could ultimately hasten reserve depletion
when other coal sources dwindle.” Other clean, rencwable energy sources exist, such as wind
and solar power. If these energy sources were currently being developed, long-term effects of
unminable coal reserves would be offset. Please include wind and solar energy as options in this
EIS.

w. IV.B-3. The statement, “No widely-accepted, standeardized testing procedures exist for
measuring the presencesabsence of the fine and coarse organic matter and consequent energy
contributions of stream. Thus, the EIS stream chemistries studies in West Virginia and Kentucky
did not document the effect of stream loss on the downstream energy continuum, " is false.
Widely-accepted, standardized testing procedures for measuring the presence/absence of the fine
and coarse organic matter and consequent energy contributions of stream do exist in a book titled
Methods in Stream Ecology (F. Hauer and G. Lamberti. 1996). It is unclear why these
measurements were not included as part of the EIS studics.

x. IV.B-3. “In the absence of standardized testing and research, it is not clear 1o what extent

7-6-4

5-7-1

11-9-4

5-5-4

this divect stream loss indirectly affects downstream equatic life. It is also not evident 1o what
degree reclamation and mitigation fe.g, drainage control and vevegetation) offset this orgunic
nutrient reduction. The direct impacis of stream loss are permanent, but the downstream effect
JSrom organic energy loss may be temporary. The data presented in each of the studies in
Appendix D directly contradict this staterment. Valley fills resuilt in & shift from pollution
sensitive macroinvertebrate species to pollution tolerant species. The evidence is undisputable.

Existing CWA programs indirectly address these effects through technology-based effluent
limits; state water quality standards, TMDLs, and other provisions designed 1o assure overall
watershed health.” Please explain how TMD1.s address these effects. Are MTM/VF cffects
cutrently being included in TMDLs? If not, they should be.

y. 1V.B-4. The statement, “Headwarer stream systems do not have & tremendous capacity to
provide purification functions,” is absolutely false based on published scientific literature (Meyer
1990, Peferson et al. 2001). EIS Authors: please provide the scientific evidence for your
statement, “Headwater stream systéms do nof have a iremendous capacily to provide
purification functions.” If you have none, delete the statement.

z. IV.B-9. The protocol deseribed in paragraph 3 does NOT measure aquatic function. See my
comments above.

aa., IV.B-11. “ Consistent definitions of stream characteristics and field methods for
delineation; * Clarification of OSM stream buffer zone rule and development of excess spoil
requirements for alternatives analysis, avoidince, and minimization; « Refined science-based
protocals for assessing aquatic fiunction, making permit decisions, and setting mitigation
requirements;” | agree with each of these statements. In particular, time, money and effort must
be spent on developing a truly functional assessment protocol for headwater streams. The
current protocols do nol consider functional measures, There are already methods in the
scientific literature designed to measure stream function {Hauer and Lamberti 1996) and there
are many scientists who are already trained in these mothods. Ask them for assistance with this
task.

ab. TV.B-12. “BMP’s”. Please elaborate on this topic. They are mentioned repeatedly in the
EIS, but never discussed in detail. What specific BMP’s would be used? Any references for
these?

ac. IV.B-12. “better insegrated public participation.” Please elaborate on this topic also. How
would it be improved beyond the process already in place?

ad, IV.D-4. “Burton and Lykens, 1975 should read “Burton and Likens, 1975.” This reference
is not listed in the References section of the EIS.

ae. IV.D-6. The biological assessment is a good idea and probably should have been done much
earlier in this whole process. A complete biotic inventory of impacted areas should also be
required for the permitting process.
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Clara Else

Susan Emberley

---- Forwarded by David Ridet/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:32 PM ----

"celse@worldbank.
arg” <celse To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
cc:
01/06/2004 02:51 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
Removal Mining
PM

Dear Mt. John Forren, Project Manager,

Anyone who has seen the effects of mountaintop removal mining decades after it is
finished understands what total devastation it causes. I was born in Montana 50 years
ago; the area near my hometown has never recovered.

Please ask the administration to use our incredible resources, technology and training
to produce renewsble energy sources rather than destroying vast natural resources
that cannot be replaced.

Sincerely,

Clara [ise

Clara Else

16517 Magnolia Court
Silver Spring, MD 20905
celse@worldbank.org

- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM -

"susan-emberley@m

nrrcom” To:  R3 Mountaintop@FEPA
<susan-emberley cc:
Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
Removal Mining
01/06/2004 12:21
PM

Dear Mr. Johs Forren, Project Manager,

I strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact
statement so as to limit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal
mining.

According to the draft EIS, the environmental effects of mountaintop 1-7
removal are widespread, devastating and permanent. Yet the deaft EIS
proposes no restrictions on the size of valley fills that bury streams,

no limits on the number of acres of forest that can be destroved, no
protections for imperiled wildlife and no safeguards for the communities
that depenid on the region’s natural resources for themselves and futute
generations.

I urge you to immediately amend the draft EIS accordingly.

Sincerely,

Susan Emberley

9793 Woodridge Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55347
susan-embedey@mn.rr.com
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Julie Emerson

Lindal ee Emrich
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i FOf‘f‘en, 5/25”/2003

The Eavironmental lmpact Statement on Mountain Top Removal/Valley Fill Mining

should make it clear to everyone that this mining practice must cease immediately,

as it is too devastating environmentally, yet it has failed to make any such recommendation.
God gave us this planet Earth with an atmosphere and habitats where life could continue

and diverse species could co-exist. When the people in government and the mega' for profit’
corporations see money as the only value, they Jose sight of the natural balances that make the
land capable of supporting life, then the people and all life falls victim to the kind of greed that
will eventually render our planet incapable of supporting higher life forms and we will all
suffocate together, regardless of bow many big

numbers of dollars a corporation or a politician or a person controls. Could it be that the love of
money has created in these officials of the regulatory agencies a "blind eye™? Are they stalling for
time with these studies so that when they decide to stop it is already a done deal and there is no
coal left 10 be mined?

Burning coal and fossil fuels creates air pollution, clearing away the forests and polluting our
water and oceans reduces the amount of oxygen that is replenished to our atmosphere. This
practice of Mountain Top Removal/Valley Fill Mining is no less than the sale and devastation
of our habitat and our home, for corporate greed to reap their false profits.

Once a mountain top has been removed, it is gone, so what is left to study environmentally?
The effects that the resulting flooding and foss of good water and and living forest has on the
mood and economy of the people who are trying to go on living in these devastated areas?
The EIS proposal is to study how to get inter-agency co-operation so that the coal
companies can speed up their operations and sell more coal faster at a higher profit, just
what we the people do not need.

REC'D AUS 2 72003 £ mrich

He 73 Box§9¢
Rorce Springs, et
2Y9¢
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Gone is gone!Stop Mountain Top Retmoval/Valley Fill Mining NOW!

Sincerely,

Lindial.eeeEmrich
Pence Springs, W.V.
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Kathleen Enders

Nancy Erps

- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:32 PM ~----

"ksenders@yahoo.c
om" <ksenders To:  R3 Mountaintop(@HPA
cer

01/06/2004 07:15 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop

Removal Mining
PM

Dear Mr. John Forten, Project Manager,

Please work to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact statement to lmit the
effects of mountaintop removal mining. I find it absclutely terrible that the Bush
administration plans to continue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with
mining practices that level mountainitops, wipe out forests, bury streams and destroy
communities,

We cannot continue to destroy this country of ours and allow big companies do
wreck havoc whetever they please just for their own profits. What are we going to
leave our children and grandchildren to cope with?

Sincerely,

Kathleen Enders

13700 SW Ascension Dr
Tigard, OR 97223
ksenders@yahoo.com

1-9
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Craig Etchison

135
MEIPJW ”‘m 5’11103

P. 0. Box 691 |
Fort Ashby, WV 26719
August 24, 2003

John Forren
US EPA (3ES30)
1650 Arch 8t
- Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren:

This letter is a comment on the EIS for surface mining, in¢luding mountaintop removal
mining and associated valley fills.

1am appalled by the blatant attempt by the coal industry (and associated government
agencies) to streamline the permit process without making any recommendations about
how to prevent or lessen the substantial damage done to the environment by strip mining—
effects which were noted in the EIS studies, 1-9

How sad that the EPA has become little more than an organ for big coal when it wants to
rape the evironment, which it has done with disastrous consequences over many years.

Whatever happened to “Protection” in your agency’s title? You are supposed to work on
the public’s behalf to protect “otir” environment. You are failing!

Sincerely,
C Yt)uu\ <E(:L =N
Craig Etchison

CC: Senator Rockefeller
Senator Byrd
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Karen Eva

Alice Evans

DeliveredDate: 01/0472004 01:20:28 PM

Please stop destroying the: Appalachian Mountains. More money needs to be spenton [ 1-13
alternative energy sources. Kaeneva A
@frontiernet.net

»»»»» Forwarded by David Ridet/RYUSEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:58 PM »--er

"aevans@@dos. state
vtug” <aevans To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
cer
01/06/2004 03:33 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop Removal
Mining
PM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,

1t's outrageous that the Bush administration plans to permit the destruction of Appalachian
valleys and strearns by coal companies' use of mining practices that level mountaintops, wipe out
forests, and dump huge amounts of debris in streambeds.

According to the deaft Environmental Impact Study, the environmental effects of mountainiop
removal are widespread, devastating and permanent, Yet the draft EIS sets no limit on the
forestlands and streams that can be destroyed, and offers no protection for imperiled wildlife nor
safeguards for the communities that depend on the region's

natural resources for themselves and future generations.

‘The Bush administration ignores its own impact studics and proposes weakening already-
existing environmantal protections. Don't let this happen!

Sincerely,
Alice M. Evans, Ph.D.

Alice Bvans

p.o. box 266
Waitsfield, VT 05673
acvans@doc.state.vi.us
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Gaye Evans

McNair Ezzard

DeliveredDate: 01/06/2004 09:45:17 AM

T'am writing to express my opposition to moeuntaintop removal and valley fills and any
change in the rule protecting stream buffer zones. I'm disappointed and angry that the
federal government is-ignoring its own studies by proposing to reduce protections for
people anid the environinent. I defmand a new study that Tooks at the alternatives to
prevent new mountaintop removal and valley fill operations and to stop the existing ones
within 5 vears or by the expiration of the current mining permit, whichever date occurs
first.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Gaye Evans

107 West Main Street:
Knoxville, TN 37902

1-9

1-10

---- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:32 PM -----

"73514.254

@compuserve.com” To:

<73514.254 ce
Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop

R3 Mountaintop@EPA

Removal Mining
01/06/ 2004 08:54
PM

Dear Mr. John Fotren, Project Manager,

I strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact statement so as to
limit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal mining.

It is not acceptable that the Bush administration plans to continue to let coal
companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level mountaintops, wipe
out forests, bury streams and destroy communities.

1 urge you to immediately amend the draft EIS accordingly.
Sincerely,

McNair Bzzard

PO Box 7040

Van Nuys, CA 91409
73514.234@compuserve.com
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Pete Farino

e Porwarded by David Ridet/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM ----- -—- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM -—---
p_farino@yaboo.co . - Peter Farino
" 03:0: K3 MountaintopGEPA <p_farino{@yshoo.c To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
12/25/2003 10:58 Subject: No mountaintop removal for coal om> ce
AM Subject: NO MORE MOUNTAINTOP REMOVAL
FOR COAL
01/04/2004 10:29
AM
Mr. John Forren
U.S. EPA (3EA30)
1650 Arch Street January 4, 2004
Philadelphia, PA 19103
Mr. John Forren
Dear Mr, Forren, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street
Stop destroying the Appalachias with mining practices that level Philadelphia, PA 19103
mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams, and destroy 1-9 '
communities. Dear John Forren,
STOP DESTROYING OUR MOUNTAINS, FORESTS, AND STREAMS, l 1-9
Sincerely,
Sincerely, Peter Farino
1625 Grasscreek dr.
Pete Farino San Dimas, CA 91773
1625 Grasscreek Dr. USA

San Dimas, California 91773

ce:

Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative David Dreier
Senator Dianne Feinstein

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-957 Section A - Citizens



Estelle Fein

Robert Fener
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Robert Fener
1011 Swapping Camp Road .
Ambherst, Virginia 24521
John Forren August 8, 2003
U.S.EPA (3BA30)
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia PA. 19103
Dear Mr. Forren:

Regarding the BIS on Mountaintop Mining and Valley Fills in Appalachia, T wilt
mske my comments brief. NOUHNY! Coal, despite a great add campaign is not a clean
safe power source. I’m sure you are quite aware of the health ramifications of coal fired
power plants.  Additionally the air pollution is wiping out our forests and countless
species. To then say it is economical and wige to level mountains and then fill up valleys
with the waste is just insane. Few will profit and many more will suffer. It is time we
take a stand for sanity in our national energy policy and yes, my house is entirely solar
powered with photovoltaic panels.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Sincerely,

=

Robert Fener

BECD s ¢ 3 2503
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Denise Ferguson

)

" REC'D BEC 28 23

Robert Fener
1011 Swapping Camp Road
Amherst, Virginla 24521

Mr. John Forren

U.8. EPA (3EA30)
1660 Arch Street
Philadeiphia, PA 19103

December 24,2003

Dear Mr. Forren:

Regarding Mountaintop Removal, | will be brief and to the point. The Bush
plan is bad science. Coal has destroyed Appalachia, Coal fired power plant
poliution has impacted our air, soll and waterways. Pollution is Killing our forests
and is the leading source of mercury, which is endangering anyone who eats
fish, Coalis an obsolete technology in view of alternative energy sources. 1live
in Virginia in & home entirely dependent on the sun for heating, hot water and
photovoltaic efectricity. Yes | do use backup systems, but two hours of generator
run time for the last eight months is not too bad.  To hot think mountaintop
removal is a major ecological disaster is to show a level of stupidity that is
aggressively ignorant.

Thank you for aliowing me to comment on this matter.

Robert Fener
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Steve Fesenmaier

Arthur Figel

Steve Fesenmaier
<fesenms({@wvlclib To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
WV.U8> [
Subject: Comment on Mountaintop Removal Mining
08/14/03 02:10 PM

Mountaintop Removal Mining has to be strictly regulated according to the

current existing laws.

Watershed should be maintained and all downstream damaged should be 1-13
minimized. During the last decade the WV state government has not

enforced the existing laws. This negligence should be stopped

immediately .-

Steve Fesenmaier 907 Churchill Circle Charleston, WV 25314

(304)345-5850

(See attached file: fesenms.vcf)

--~- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/ USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM -

"figel@alum.mit.e

du' <figel To:  R3 Mountaintop@BPA
ce:
01/06/2004 12:33 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
Removal Mining
PM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,

Please amend the FPA's draft environmental impact statement to limit the
effects of harmful mountaintop removal mining,

As 2 Colorado resident, 've seen the effects of irresponsible mining
practices in various sites along the Rockies. Irresponsible mining does
irreparable harm to the native wildlife and the resultant mine tailings
contaminate the watersheds that supply our drinking water.

If the Bush administration lets coal companies destroy Appalachia by not
amending the EPA's impact statement; while also putting more mercury
into the environment through relaxed regulations, there can be no claim
that anyone in the White House cares about the health of all our sons
and daughters.

T uige you to immediately amend the draft EIS accordingly.
Sincerely,

Arthur Figel
Atthur Figel
3370 15th St
Boulder, CO 80304
figel@alum mit.edu

1-9
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Patrice Fisher Gerry & Louise Fitzgerald

----- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM -=-=-

e Getry and Louise Fitzgeraid
"fishkend@earthli 398 Catlyle Road
nknet" <fishkend  To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA o Martinsburg, WV 25401
ce:
01/06/2004 12:33 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop Removal January 2, 2004
Mining
PM Me, John Fotren ’ ..
USEPA RECD ym 05
1650 Arch St .
Philadelpkia PA 19103
Dear Sir:
Imwﬁﬁl)gypt}mﬂmmofwmmm‘ml This is an issue of particular
Dear M. John Forren, Project Manager, concern for West Virginians. For generations West Virginians have supplied this nation with
abundant coal. mmembmmwmvaaWﬁmﬁmﬁw
Stop destroying the mountains of Appalacia in search of coal with no peopie of West Virgitia. Now the coal conpanies have o avay, via top removal,

" el b ot the 0 loStrov :
regard for the chvironment! You must amend the EPA's draft to talke even iy ffe from us same time e

environmental impact statement. Stripping of mountain tops is Mountain top removal hes devastated our environment by reducing the very mouniins
devastating and permanent. 1 -9 themselves, fifling our valley streams and cuiting vast acreages of timber. All these actions
have had & ssvere impact on the lives of local communities. Jobs are lost because this method
of coal extraction employs fur fewer people than deep mining. The losses of jobs rean

Get a clue, the days of oil and coal are numbered. Put the time, commurities disappear. Those fhat remain are demaged finther by the blasting. Next cote

energy, and regouces into transitioning to other fuel sources. the rains. Floods oconr becanse thers is no vegetation on the mountains and stream valleys
. have been filled. This is usually the final blow to 2 commounity.
Consideration, .
Patrice Fisher Do not be fooled by promises of reclamations and flat land for development and pew hores.
5700 Fallsgrove Street Nothing but an jmported weed will grow on this “reclaimed™ land. The forest is gone and 1-9
§eres, 5. A projected to come 1o this reclaimed Jand? There are nio people because there are no jobs and
fishkend(@earthlink.net the communities are gone.

Mountain top removal benefits no ome but the coal companies. It leaves in its wake 2
devastated environment and abandoned communities. Do not muke it easier for those who
despoil our state. Mountain top removal should be prohibited for it violates many current
environmental laws, Please uphold what your agency is pledged to do and protect the

environment.
Sincerely,

v Tl
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Anthony Flaccavento

Agatha (Betty) Fleming

-- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPAUS on 01/06/2004 03:55 PM -

ABD <asd@eva.org>
To: R3 Mountaintop@EPA
01/02/2004 03:59 ee:
PM Subject: mountaintop removal minirng practices

January 2, 2004

Mr. John Forren

US Environmertal Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street

Philadeiphia, Pennsyivania 19103

Dear Mr, Forren:

I was shocked to learn of the EPA’s plan to allow mountaintop removal
mining practices to be accelerated and expanded.

Marny studies of the impacts of mountaintop removal, including President

Bush's own Envirenmental Impact Statement, make clear how much damage is

dore to homaes, streams, forests and fishing and wildiife through this

practice. The proposed new rules will increase all of these problems by

eliminating limits on the size of Valley fills and by reducing a 100 1-10
foot stream zone protection area.

Mr. Forren. 1 live in Appalachia where this mountaintop removal takes
place. Since maving here in 1978, I've sein the scars which this kind

of practice leaves. | have numerous friends who make their living in

the coal industry and | am a strong supporter of economic development
throughout the coalfields. But economic developrment need not and should
not continue to ocour at the expense of the environment, local farms and
local communities.

{ urge you to seek another alternative. one which places strong limits
on this highly destructive practice and allows local communities to 1 _7
rnaintain and build upon the natural resource base which they have.

Thank you,
Arthony Flaccavento

Executive Director

Appalachian Sustainable Development

-~ Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM -

BeltyB Fleming(@ve
tizon.net To: R3 Mountaintop@EPA
cC
01/06/2004 03:00 Subject: Appalachia Considerations
PM

Project Manager John Forren
U.S. EPA (3EA30)

1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Project Manager Forren,

It is unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to

continue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining

practices that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury

streams, and destroy communities. 1-9

Please reconsider both the environmental and political
consequences on this practice.

Sincerely,

Agatha (Betty) Fleming
456 Riverside Drive
Princeton, New Jersey 08540-5421

cc:
Senator Jon Coszine

President George W. Bush
Vice President Richard Cheney
Representative Rush Holt
Senator Frank Lautenberg
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Catherine Fleischman Marsha Fishman

Catherine Fleischman
Date:  1/07/2004

City: Canton State: VA Zip: 23123 DeliveredDate: 01/04/2004 06:06:12. PM

Live as comfortably as we do coal, and timber have been harvested form this state since
its inception. The legacy of this harvest is now left to the residents. We have the choice
of living with the remaining ecosystems or destroying them for the coal left in the
ground. It makes absolutely 1o sense to me to remove a mountain for what we know is a T Y I .
very inefficient peisonous fuel that we already have the technolegy to avoid using. It is 1-9 Please, will our grandchildren or their children see any beauty in America?
just plainto expensive to sacrifice what is pristine and beautiful for something we do not L
need and need to-do without. Please let it be known to this organization that Mountain Mm“sha Fishman
Top Removal for coal is the worst way to support 4 sustainable comfortable econonty. 1275 Bradford
West Virginia will be much better off saving these mountains, streams and communities Coppell, TX 75019
forlow impact farming and recreational industries.

As a woman; mother, grandmother and American ] must state that I am opposed to
mountaintop removal tyining and valley fills! 1-9

Sincerely,

Catherine Fleischman
1304 Sports Lake Road
New Canton, VA. 23123
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Winnie Fox
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Luther Franklin

Tim Frasine

----- Porwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/S on 0150772004 03:42 PM —sue

"lufrank(@comcast.

net" <lufrank To:
cc:

01/06/2004 12:21

R3 Mountaintop@EPA

Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop Removal
Mining

1 support Mountnin Top Removal and Valley Fills because:

{. We have lived in this area all of our lives and we do not see the devastation the
environmentalists complain about. Qur water is relatively clean. Untreated Setvage is the
biggest problem for clean water,

2. The economic base of Eastern Kentucky depends upon Coal Mining. Most of us work in

|1-11

M mining or a related business. The economy of the southeastern U.S. depends upon energy from I 11-1-2
Kentucky Coal.
3, The habitat for wildlife is not destroyed, it is enhanced. The Elk, Deer, Turkey and qmaller 722
animals are more abundant than they huve been for 100 years,
Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, 4. The percentage of land disturbed by mining is vety minute as 2 whole and the Reclamation
Laws provide fot thts land to be adequately restored
Please amend the EPA's draft environmental impact statement so as to o
limit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal mining. My grandkids 5. Much Surface Mining today is the re~mining of lands mined prior to the Surface Mining Act. | 19-3-2
would like fo find valley streams that still have live fish! 1-9 Reclamation today is much, much better than before the Act, and sediment control is actually
‘Why has the EPA lost its conscience????? better becauss the erosion from the old mining is uncontrolled. All fills and slopes are now
Sincerely, property engineered and vegetated and therefore safer,
6. Maﬁy of the people who oppose surface mining do not even live here or in an atea where
Luther E. Franklin mining is the economic base that people depend on it for their liveliheod. They have no right to
19510 SE May Valley Rd tell us what to do.
[ssaquah, WA 98627
lufrank@comcast.net 7. Many of the people take the luxury of Electricity for granted. If it wasn’t for coal mining they
would either be living in the dark or paying  lot higher prices for that same Juxury. Other
methods of providing Electricity have been proven to be more dangerous, causing more problems
10 the environmental system and more expensive.
U,/wm?
Chiet Frgiveer
8[(5{/@@ C.’my/ C;MW?‘AV
Innes Bovar lonl CGoymmy
fo. box 3/
Slemp, Ky 41763
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Vincent Frazzetta

Suzan Frecon

----- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM -----

"vfrazz(@juno.com”
<virazz To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
[olo

01/07/2004 10:24 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop

Removal Mining
AM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,

I strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact
statement so as to limit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal
mining. I find it unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to
continue to let coal companies desttoy Appalachia with mining practices
that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams and destroy
communities.

Sincerely,

Vincent Frazzetta
169 Platt St. 108
Milford, CT 06460
virazz{@juno.com

1-9

SUZAN FRECON. | hy o 90

g S ) . M’“lcﬁ" Mv\mgm’\
: £C 0 12008 clinten fuess 2
RECD . 2.‘15’00 k\..\ INTARTS Y22

Novenber 24, 2003 Shale Brownstein, Conservation Chair
Linnaean Society of New York
15 W 77 Street
New York, N.Y. 10024

Joho Forren

US EP.A [3EA30)

1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia , P. 19103 - - - re:mountain top mining/ valley fill DEIS

Dear Mr. Forren:

The Linnasan Society, a group of interested naturafists with more than 500 active
members, hopes for a morstorium on mountain top mining,

The habitat destruction wrought by the proposed moustain top cout mining will
destroy thousands of acres of mature hardwood forest in Ohip, Pennsylvania, Virg;lms.,snd
‘Tennessee. There will certainly be i damage to the Cerulean Warbler p

soenis of in top removal involve more than the disappearance
ofthcheadwmsefmoummn streams and the filling in of an adjacent valley. Many
species are severely disrupted and the ecological damages will of necessity extend to a
considerable distance from the mining operations.

‘This Appalachian region of the eastern United States will suffer ugly pockets of
noise, dust, and disfigurement, The extensive losses already suffered will be greatly
extended in ways that will even more permanently alter the land. We think that the current
draft environmental impact sfatermm lms faﬁed properly to assess the impact of the future

h which are already being h d. The mining of the immense area in
this fashion is going forward without sustained serfous consideration of the social and
ecological losses that follow in the wake of this one time removal of available coal.

We plead for 2 moratorium.

We hope that reflection will give time for us all to study the conflicting claims of
residents, visitors, and envxmnmantahs: s about tbe future of these irreplaceable mature
hardwood forests.

Only the imposition of a moratorium on the mining can offer the chance to
modify seriously the proposed coal extraction, which will change everything forever,

Sincerely

Shale Brownstein, Linnacan Society of N.Y.
a

8-2-2

9-2-2

9-4-2

1-9
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Barbara Fredrickson

Rachel Frith

13 Pinyon Pine Road

Littleton, CO 80127 | REC'D JAN 2 2 204"

Mr, John Forren

U.8. EPA (3EA30) -
1650 Arch St,
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren,

1 do not support Atesnative 1,2, or 3 as deseribed in the draft RIS report. None of thess ‘1_5
options will protect Appalachian forests, water, or communities, In particular, I oppose
the proposal to eliminate the stream buffer-zone rule that prohibits mining activity within
100 feet of streams. This rule should be strictly enforced for valley filis and in all other

cases.

Leveling mountaing and burying streams is wrong and must stop.

The Fredrickson Family

RE
cromfrith¥eomeast. Tt ok
Porren/ R3S UBERA/ UBBRPA
net cot
Subject: mountain top
removal mining
OL/02704 08:5¢ PM

Dear Mr. Forren,

1 am conoerned to learn that there are proposed ch ¢ by the Bugh
Febeinistration to relax or do away with the ruls r impacts
must not come within 100 feeh of stresme. Mining companies nuet be
held

aocountable for the sovirovmmental damage Lhal they oo- we should not be
making it easier for tham ro dwustroy and pollute. Flease keep the
stricter atandard in place. Thank you for your attention.

Rachel Pri
4768 Millhaven SE
Kentwood MI, 2548

1-10
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Don Gaines
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on to protest our
sval coal w
cutraged that the draft Davironmental Impas
mimdnt TOp X fal pro s no limits on
practios, o tudy clearly concludes thal o
environmental & # of mountaintop removal are devas

¥

B ReEnt .

1 underst hat the draft RIS concludes that more than 1,20 1_5
miles of
removal .
aould ke inpacted,
Finally,
are
ot

& that 1.4 million acres
with as many as 244 specd
2 rthat without additional limita,
T pountaing, streams and fores

s will

snother
be dest

In light of th clear facis, I am
he Bush

o acs

t surface mi 1"10

companiss from disty
ceferyed alternative®

AJVLED
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gtream and forest leoss

@ the
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Thege alternstives m
11 as regiomally

that the cumulative impact of the desgtrustion causged by
mountaintop remsval 1l addressed.

Sincerely,

dom gaines
re # 1 box 8%
annona, Texas

|9-2-2
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Pash Galbavy Francis Gallagher

. Y v .
L REC'D AU, 7 2003
----- Porwarded by David Rider/RI/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM --e-- P.O. Box 255
‘White Sulphur Springs
"pash@commspesd.n WY 24986
et” <pash To:  R3 Mouniaintop@EPA
ce: August 15 2003
01/06/2004 01:00 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop Removal
Mining Mr. John Forren USEPA
PM 1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia Pa 19103
Dear Mr. Forren,
Mountaintop removal is not good for our fair state. We depend on you to 1-9
protect our environment and make sure our land is used as nature intended it to be used -
Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,
Please change the EPA's draft environmental impact statement to limit Thank you,
the effects of mountaintop removal mining. It is NOT OK to allow coal . /“
companies to destroy mountaintops, forests, streams and communities. 1-9 iseed ?W
Alternatives can and must be found. 1t is wrong to support the profits Francis ]. Gallagher
of coal companies without first considering the health of people and
environment.
Sincerely,
Pash Galbavy

400 Loy Lane
Sedona, AZ 86336-9187
pashi@commspeed.net
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Marie Gangwish

Steven Gardner
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MOUNTAINTOP MINING EIS COMMENTS
Submitted by:

I. Steven Gardner, P.E., P.S,
Engineering Consulting Services, Inc.
340 South Broadway, Suite 200
Lexington, K'Y 40508

859.233-2103

The debate over the legality of Mountaintop Mining (MTM) has now raged for many
years and some have attempted o turn it into a morality play. Issues of morality are
present in many aspects of our lives and not surprising people disagree on what is moral
and what is nol. Many good people disagree on several fundamental issues from what is
marriage or relationships between two people to what is a just cause to go fo war.
Emotional pleas to ban MTM have been made. Just because someone says something is
true does not make it so. This is a technical issue and engineering and scientific facts
should prevail.

MTM SPECIFICALLY ALLOWED UNDER SMCRA

MTM is a mining method that the United States government is largely responsible for
creating. I happened to have been starting my tenurs in the engineering community when
the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA) was passed under
President Carter. This act contemplated and specifically allowed and encouraged MTM.
R&D under the Carter Administration's DOE, EPA and BOM helped develop and refine
MTM. [know because I helped work on several projects funded by those agencies.

LONGSTANDING AND ACCEPTED PRACTICES ARE SUDDENLY
DECLARED ILLEGAL

The mining indusiry has been operating for almost 30 years with the understanding that
these practices were legal and even encouraged by the government. Full resource
recovery and higher Tand utifization is one of the goals of SMCRA. Many in industry
also felt that SMCRA was designed to provide a coordinated approach to permitting sites
that crossed agency and regulatory program lines to avoid just the types of problems that
have now oceurred: i.e. a continual reinterpretation of regulations and insertion of
personal beliefs.

MTM IS TRULY A FORM OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

MTM areas provide one of the keys to the economic future of Appalachia. One point
being missed in the public debate is APPALACHIAN LANDOWNELRS WANT
MOUNTAINTOP MINING! Landowners must approve any plan for MTM or it cannot
take place. Developments have been created and landformed all over Central Appalachia
including hospiials, schools, golf courses, airports, industrial parks, prison sites,

12-1-1
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residential and commercial developments, farms, recreation and wildlife areas, all of this
in a region where level land is scarce. MTM is bringing many things to Appalachia that
other regions take for granted. Some people see these sites today and do not know they
resulted from mining. Wildlife is now more abundant than it was 30 years ago. Mining
has actually helped create wildlife habitats and the resurgence of wildlife populations.

ROCK AND DIRT ARE NOT NECESSARILY WASTE IN THE EPA CLASSIC
SENSE

Much has been made of the controversy over filling streams. Mining can be compared to
road construction. Material placed in bollow or valley fills has been called waste: a term
adopted by engineers over the years, but not waste in the connotation presented. It is
simply excess rock and dirt placed in engineered and managed fills. Streams are not lost
forever. The water is still there, however new flow paths are created. The vast majority
of these areas are in the upper reaches of a hollow where typically there is no water flow,
comparable to drainage difches or curbs thal control the flow of water in cities.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The recent EPA EIS on MTM found that oaly 6.8% of Appalachia has or even can be
mined by MTM methods, so.I hardly think Appalachia is being "decapitated” as many
editorialists claim. Rather MTM as | bave soon it can be described as creating "plateans”
of useable land where there was none. As an Environmental Practioner, [ strongly
support Alternative 11, as outtined in the EIS as the preferable approach. I feel that
"MOUNTAINTOP MINING IS A VALUE ADDED PROCESS".

J. Steven Gardner, P.E., P.S.
Engineering Consulting Services, Inc.
340 South Broadway, Suite 200
Lexington, KY 40508

859-233-2103

Jgrsety :H:‘"n SO

10-3-2
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J.STEVEN GARDNER, P.E., P.8.

Mr. Gardner is President/CRO of Engineering Consulting Services, Tne. hoadquartered in
Lexington, Kentucky. Ile holds graduate and undergraduate degrees from the University
of Kentucky in Mining Engineering and Agricultural Engineering, respectively, plis a
graduate level Environmental Systems Certificate. He is a licensed Professional Bngineer
in Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia, and T and a Li 1 Professional
Surveyor in West Virginia. His twenty-eight years of experience includes Bethlehem
Steel mining operations in Kentucky and U.8. Coal Co. in Tennessee. He has worked as
an engineer and manager in both mining operations and consulting engineering, as well
as having served on a mine rescue team. His consulting practice focuses on mining and
quarry operations, due diligence studies, sensitive land use issues, reclamation liability,
environmental, health and safety issues, and industeial heritage projects. He was a co-
editor and contributor to the "Coal Mining Reference Book™ published in 1997, served as
a reviewer of the National Research Council’s publication, "Coal Waste Impoundments;
Rlsk\ Raspomus and Alternatives” and is a contmumg contributor to

W 2 sation.oig. Mr. Gardoer is active in the Society of Mining, Metallurgy and
?\:ploranon (SME) and just completed a three year term as Viee Pregident of the
Southeast Region, member of the Board of Directors and Executive Commttee for the
12,000 + member organization. He was the 2003 recipient of the SME Government,
Education and Mining (GEM) Award given in recognition of "...enthusiastic support of
GEM activilies and for educating the public by parinering with school districts and
universily systems to provide more information about the mining industry.” He was
recently appointed to the Kentucky State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers
and Land Surveyors by the Governor.
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Dawn Garten

«we Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/09/2004 03:54 PM -----

Dawn Garten
<dawn@wmbinc.com> To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
et
01/06/2004 01:47 Subject: Conuments on draft EIS on mountaintop removal
mining
PM

January 6, 2004

Mr. Joha Forren

ULS. Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear John Forren,

1 am a citizen of Kentucky, born and raised here. | have grown up with the effects of coal
mining a harsh reality in my life. It is not fair that my people and the quality of our lives are
sacrificed for the production of electricity. | whole heartedly agree with the draft statement
below these, my own words. However, | wanted to add my own wotds so that you can put a
human being with this request. Before you undo the protections that have been provided for our
land and people, I urge to visit Eastemn Kentucky, particularly Chavies in Perry County,

where [ am from. It is a beautiful place. You need to drive in so that you can see the beauty, and
fly out so you can see the devastation. Visit with my grandmother, but be sure to wipe the seat
clean before you sit, as the layer of coal dust an the chairs will stain your clothing. And as you
wipe that out and you look into the eyes of an old woman who has worked hard to be a good
mother and wife all her life, consider that the filth you prevent from getting on the seat of your
pants coats her fungs and took the life of her husband and killed her first born son. And then try
to put the good of coal against the bad. It is clear that your administration feels that sacrificing
American lives for a 'greater good' is a necessary evil; we are, afler all, at war. But defense from
weapons of mass destruction and sacrificing lives for the production of electricity, they cannot be
compared and to do so is an insult to the lives of the Kentucky men and women who have lost
their lives in the present and past wars; people who were fighting for the rights of their

familics, only to have those rights set aside for the plundering of their land and their lives.

I am upset to leam that the Bush administration plans to continue to let coal companies destroy
Appalachia with mining practices that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams, and
destroy communities.

According 1o the administration's draft Environmental Impact Statement(EIS) on moustaintop
removal coal mining, the environmental effects of mountaintop removal are widespread,
devastating, and permanent. Yet the draft EIS proposes no restrictions on the size of

10-4-2

1-9

1-5

valley fills that bury streams, no limits on the number of acres of forest that can be destroyed, no
protections for imperiled wildlife, and no safeguards for the commuuities of people that.depend
on the region's natural resources for themselves and future generations.

1-5

The Bush administration's "preferred alternative” for addressing the problems caused by
mountaintop removal coal mining is to weaken existing environmental protections. This
"preferred alternative” ignores the administration's own studies detailing the devastation caused
by mountaintop removal coal mining, including:

1-10

- over 1200 miles of streams have been damaged or destroyed by mountaintop removal:

- forest losses in West Virginia have the potential of directly impacting as many as 244
vertebrate wildlife species;

- Without new limits on mountainiop removal, an additional 350 square miles of mountains,
streams, and forests will be flattened and destroyed by mountaintop removal mining.

In light of these facts, I urge you to consider alternatives that reduce the environmental impacts
of mountaintop removal. Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely,

Dawn Garten

3300 Tahoe Rd
Lexington, KY 40515
USA
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Niall Gartlan Lydia Garvey

..... Forwarded by David Ridet/R3/USEPA/US on 01/30/2004 11:21 AM -~ ' :
co 1A I8C3 |
k4 4 L%es 24th 5t

Chinton OX 73601-3713

net> < £ ox d
Subject: Please oppose mountain-top removal mining and valley fils! B o0 L _\_O % 2\ Q!@,
| Tkl
s% | 4-2

01/12/2004 11:50 %ﬁq ’37 m«@\‘ & [ 3’ '
PM

Mt. John Forten o *Q)(\\"FWQ emm \‘ 1 ‘{"O‘(\

U.S EPA (3EA30) e\.@\\# SHon Y Areo

1650 Arch St

SRRV s S ! 7
Philadelphia, PA 19103 - ﬁ;r o i‘";m O&K T% T,

s . ﬂ%&&s‘;ﬁ@‘o&ﬂj@ :
1 am completely opposed to mountaintop-removal mining and valley fills. The massive 8 p J;O\\ \\J o ; “% E - ‘ A i
damage wrought upon people and the landscape as a result ace unacceptable. These YV ’ - \ Ny i D:’

: ' : AELN

practices bury importtant headwater steeams, destroy biologically rich forest ecosystems, 1-9
damage drinking-water sources used by millions of people, cause frequent and severe

flooding, and weeck the quality of life in Appalachian communities. Leveling mountains and
burying streams is wreng and must stop.

Comeast Mail

< gartlan{@comeast. To: R3 Mountaintop@EPA W /YM ) %YV@/‘\) -

1-10

T welcome scientific studies that document the widespread and icreversible damage the coal
industry is doing to Appalachia. Yet this EIS rejects—without meaningful consideration-—
specific restrictions on the use of valley fills. These restrictions could be based on size of the | 1.7
fill, cumulative impacts, types of streams affected, or value of the aquatic resources in the
region.

L9

1 am opposed to any changes that would weaken the laws and regulations that protect clean
water. In particular, I oppose the proposal to eliminate the stream buffer-zone rule that
prohibits mining activity within 100 feet of streams. [Alternatives 1 and 3 would eliminate 1-10
the rule, while Alteenative 3 would “clarify?” it by saying that it does not apply to valley fills]
This rule should be strictly enforced for valley fills and in all other cases.

I do not support Altemative 1, 2, or 3 as described in the BIS report. None of these options 1-5
will prowet Appalachian forests, water, or communities. -

Thank you,
Niall Gartlan
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Glenn Gaskill

Suzanne Gayetsky

Box 215
Mabscott, WV

25871 REC'D 0c7 15208

Oct. 9,2003

Mr. John Forren, US EPA
1650 Arch St
Philadelphia. PA 19130

Regarding the EIS on mountaintop removal:

1 grew up on a dairy farm in Eastern Ohio. We had strip mines all around us; they left
behind highwalls, deep ponds where almost nothing lived, orange water in the creeks, and
a land that would barely grow pokeberries, let alone trees.

‘When 1 moved to Whitesville, WV in 1976, T thought, “they know how to mine coal
here.” The mines were deep in the mountain, the creeks and rivers below them didn’t
seem to be polluted, and whole communities were based on those mines.

After living away. from WYV for 20 years and then coming back in 1999, I realized that
strip mining had come back, with bigger everything, I couldn’t believe the Coal River
Valley. It was gone. The places I used to hike and canoe are now either flood-ravaged or
filled with rock and rubble. I visited Larry Gibson’s place on what is left of Kayford
Mountain. Even his dead relatives aren’t safe there, the flyrock bouncing off the
headstones and the graves sinking from the mountain being cut away from the cemetery.

1 have followed closely the attempts by WV Highlands and Ohio Valley
Environmental Coalition and others to slow this destruction, and the attempts by the coal
companies and all their business and political cronies to speed it up. So regarding this
document, which ideally would iternize mtr’s effects and provide alternatives, it smells
badly.

1 disagree with all 3 alternatives provided by this statement. They are not alternatives at
all, to anyone who loves the land.

1 am offended that this proposes to do away with the provision for no mining within
100 feet of streams.

1 propose another alternative; embrace the spirit of the clean water act and decide that
if coal cannot be mined economically by underground mining, leave it in the ground.

Yours, Truly,

Gt

Glenn Gaskill

1-9

I-5

ol Forren _REC!D. TEr.

U.S. Era (2ES30)

USD krdy Shresd
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Mary Gee Melissa Gee

RECD JL 2420

117103 7‘/ 7ﬁ33 " \{

John Forren i
Us EPAS3ES30) ;D 5,2003 N "
1650 Arch Stredt ecember 13,20 LRECTD gir
2 + 4 L
Philadelphis, Pa. 19103 e o Foren EPA ‘ L1 2003
U.8. BPA (3BA30) T
In your Environmental Impact Statement & Forest Mamgemcm Plan, please mcludc strategy to STOP 1650 Arch St,
MOUNTAIN TOP REMOVAL , vaucy fills, logping, burning g/ ng, herbicides and recreational Philadelphia, PA 19103
vehicles plus heavy equipment use in our forests! These practioes, AKA envil 1 terrorism, are an
attack on cach one of us as well as on our precious home. mother earth. Mother nature is not just 2 1 -8 Tdear Mr, John Forren EPA,
spendable resource. It’s the ceatering force in otr web of vital life forces. There is no carthly reason to - onsble that the Bush s ot coal a
is ! e dmil ion plens to inue 1o let panies destroy
comml the awesome forces of the natural world to live togethier wisely on this earth at peace with Appelachia with mining practces hat level mountaiatops, wipe out foress and bogy sreatns  he valiess I 1 9
below. Mountaintop removal mining and vatley fillsshould not be allowed and the laws and regulations -
Very tmly that protect clean water must not be weakened. In particular, I oppose the proposal to change the stream
buffer zone rule that prohibits mining activity within 100 feet of streams. This rule should be stietly l ] - 1 0
enforced for valley fills and in all other cases.
565 C,ane Run 1 am a native of West Virginia and still have relatives whom 1 visit often. T & proud of my hertiage and |
Lexington, Ky. 40505

Iove my native state. I am sickened by this display of corporate gresd and total disregurd for human Jife
and our need for clean water.

YOU MUST not aflow this destruetion 1 continue because thers is ample svidence that the practice of
filling valleys and streums with wasle is damaging to the envil and the of Appalachi

Please do not weaken the laws that are meant to protect Appalacians but please enforce regulations and
hold mining companies accountable for their actions.

All himans 1 ease do not change the stream buffer zone o
prote N

[

Plesse help do the right thing for our children's fitture. T urge you to reject this proposed rule change and
do all in your power to protect the Appelachian mountains.

incerely,

viel Gee
111 View Dr

Boons, NC 28507-7951 % /
obL ;
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Ms. Gee

Dan Geiger

t - D Y S T

REC'D JAN2 0 208 R
S S

Stop AT T

rem0lal foreleh:
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Dan Geiger
<dgeiger@jrescne Tor  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
> ce: "Wilson, Jeff”
<jawilson(@jamesrivercoal net>, "Caylor, Bill"
<becaylor@mininguss.com>
08/14/03 04:10 PM
nining and associated valley fills in Appalchia

John Forren

U.S. EPA

1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19403

Dear Mr. Forren:

Please accept these comments concerning the draft mountaintop EIS and
include them as part of the public comment record.

I am Vice President, Enginceting at James Rivet Coal Service Company, a
subsidiary of James River Coal Company (JRCC). JRCC operates
underground coal mines in six East Kentucky Counties and employs some
1000 people.

‘The valley fill controversy has been characterized as effecting mainly
mountaintop removal surface mining, 1t has even been said that ceasing
mountaintop mining would be no loss because the coal and employment
could be replaced by underground mining. This is simply not true.

Underground mines depend on valley fills just as much as surface mines.
Deep mined coal is mixed with extraneous material, mainly sandstone,
shale, and clay. “This raw coal is too high in ash and to Jow in heat
value to be sold to electtic utilities and must be processed to remove

the impurities.

"The resulting rock and coal/clay fines must be disposed of in a safe,
permanent, economical location. Due to the mountain /valley topography
of Appalachis, the only practical place to store this material is at the

heads of valleys in refuse piles and coal shurry impoundments.

1t has been suggested that this material could be used to backfill old
high walls or placed on reclaimed mountain top mines. While this might

Subject: Draft EIS on moutaintop coal

11-1-2

13-3-5
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Andy Gelston

be practical oceasionally, usually it is not. Coal preparation plants
are generally built in valleys while surface mines are vsually a
considerable distance away, both horizontally and vertically.

Most alternate schemes can be made to work if cost is not an issue. If
deep minces have no practical method of waste disposal, they will be
uncompetitive in the market place and cease to exist. Deep mines need

valley fills.

Dan Geiger. P.E.

Vice President, Engineering
James Rive Coal Service Company
1374 Hwy 192 F.

London, KY 40741-3123

13-3-5

«-wne Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 11:39 AM -----

"Andy J. Gelston”
<ajg@ConceptsNrec  To:
Lom> el

R3 Mountaintop@EPA

Subject: Please amend the drafl EIS on mountaintop removal coal

mining
01/05/2004 01:36
PM

Mr. John Forren

Project Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (3EA30)
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Email: mountaintop.r3@epa.gov

Dear Mr. Forren,

Please consider amending the EPA's draft environmental impact statement
to limit the environmental impact of mountaintop removal mining. 1 was
surprised to leamn that the Bush administration plans to relax existing
limits,

The draft EIS posits that the environmental offects of mountaintop
removal are widespread, devastating and permanent, so the draft EIS
should contain restrictions on the size of valley fills, limits on the

aumber of acres of forest removed, protections for wildlife habitat, and
comprehensive planning for the local communities that depend on the
region's natural resources. With the modern underground coal mining
technologies available today, I see no reason why the Bush

administration proposes weakening existing environmental protections and
allowing mountaintop removal and associated valley fills to be
accelerated.

The Bush administration would beiter represent the public's interest by
implementing alternatives that reduce the environmental impacts of
mountaintop removal and protect unmined natural resources and
communities in Appalachia. Please amend the draft EIS in accordance
with the B and P of your agency's anagram.

Best regards,

Andy Gelston<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns =
"umn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office” />
Contract Specialist

CONCEPTS NREC

1-10

1-5
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Mike George

Corporate Headquarters «=--- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM ~---
217 Billings Farm Road
White River Junction, VT, USA 03001-9486 "o ooy
TEL: (802) 296-2321 ext. 226 FAX: (802) 296-2325 mikeg@iit.edu” .
E-mnail: ajg@conceplsnrec.com <mikeg To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
cCl

01/06/2004 05:21 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
visit us at: www.conceptsnrec.com Removal Mining

M
This email message and any attachments are for the sole use of the
mtended recipients and may contain proprietary and/or confidential X
information which may be privileged or otherwise protected from Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,
disclosure. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipients, please contact the Mzt Bush:

sender by reply email and destroy the original message and any copies of

the message as well as any attachments to the original message. As a supported in some respect and not in others I am pleased and

dishearted by your decisions over the past several years. Please do not

allow this type of coul mining to take place. I have removed the rest 1-9
of this automated letter because I'm sure you got several million to

date. Thank you for your time if anyone read this. )

Sincerely,

Mike George

13802 S. Plumm Apt 207
Olathe, KS 66062
mikeg(@iit.edu
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Meagan Gibson
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Lary Glen
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Christopher Goddard

Gay Goforth

REC'D DEC 2 § 2003
Mr. Johu Forren
U.S. EPA (3EA30)
1650 Arch St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

December 20, 2003
Subject: Please Stop Destructive Stip-Mining

DearMr. Forren,

" Irecently read an article about the horrible conditions both for the people and the

environment that are being created in the Appalachisn mountains through the practice of
strip-mining. Streams are being heavily polluted ot even buried. Surrounding forests are
destroysd. The health of the people in the region is declining as well. The ever-present
dust in the air in some areas causes people to develop asthma or other hung problems.

Strip-mining may be a major source of income, but what is being lost in the process?
American citizens in this ares are suffering to send coal and the majority of profits out of
their community. Irreparable environmental damage is being done as well.

Please, 1 ask that you do what is right and protect the people and environment of
Appalachia. Ido not support Alternative 1, 2, or 3 as deseribed in the draft EIS report.
None of these options will protect Appalachisn forests, water, or communities, In
particular, T oppose the proposal to eliminate the stream buffer-zone rule that prohibits
mining activity within 100 feet of streams. This rule should be strictly enforced for valley
fills and in all other cases.

Leveling mountains and burying streams is wrong and must stop. Please act for the
people and the land.

Sincerely,

Christopher Goddard

18012201 Rawlings Hall
Gainesville, FL 32612

1-9

1-10

P

3815 Brookview Road
Austin, TX 78722-1323
January 19, 2004

Mr. John Forren

Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Bullding

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W,
Mail Code 3213A

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Mr. Forren:

I oppose the proposal to change the stream buffer zone rule that
prohibits mining activity within 100 feet of streams. This rule should
be enforced for valiey fills.

I cannot imagine why the federal government Is proposing to continue
allowing coal companies to destroy a functional, beautiful part of our
country by blowing up mountaintops and forests, and dumping that
jand in the rivers below,

The laws and reguiatiohs that protect America’s land and clean water
must not be weakened, as this practice does—they should be
strengthened.

Last summer, my husband and I went on a car and camping vacation
through West Virginia. Mountaintop removal will ruin the heaith and
beauty of the land and water of that state plus others. This in turn will
hurt the state’s economy

I strongly oppose this terrible practice and the further proposed rule
change to remove whole pieces of mountains and ruin the forests,
rivers, and valleys. This benefits only a few peop!e—-the principals of
mining companies.

Surely compassionate conservatism doesn't include this! I want my
tax dollars spent on protecting America’s wonderful natural land,
wikdlife, water, and air resources.

I urge you to oppose the mountaintop/dumping practice.

Sincerely,

REC'D F£8 g 52

1-10
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Crystal Good

Donny Good

————— Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 08/21/03 11:08 AM --—--
CGoodwoman(@hol.co
m To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
ce:

08/14/03 03:40 PM Subject: Mountain top removal comments

PLEASE STOP MOUNTAIN TOP REMOVAL.
Crystal Good

8 Arlington Ct

Charleston WV 25301

[1-9
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Joanne Granzow Katherine Green

"
'REC“D
Aug » )
Lexington Herald Leader * & 2005
I was appalled to read that the environmental agency is now considering mountain top
removal (strip mining) for coal,

Our country is coming apart at the seams now. Why add insult to injury!
Do those in power realize what the consequences are, not only now but also for years to
come to our mountains and the folks that live in those areas.
Homes are destroyed by mud slides and flooding time after time. Nature took care of the
problems of erosion and disasters until the strip mining was done several years ago. It is
taking years to recover and repair what was lost then.
It will not help the economy for the ones that need the help but only line the pockets of
the big corporations. 1-10
Our roads, railroads, education and energy are being neglected, as is everything else in
our own country, We know where the finds are going but isn’t it time we took care of
our own?
I am disappointed in our representatives for not making our state a priory and put party
lines on the back burner for just a little while. Kentucky people have elected them and
their ioyalties should be to them.,

1-9 We citizens must open our eyes and see the havoc that is upon us. Our country we once
knew is slipping away!
We are Americans.
‘We have shown strength before,
Let us speak out and get involved
Katherine M. Green

Copy to:

1-10 John Forren
1.8, EPA (3E530)
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pa.19103

Rep. Ernest Fletcher
1.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20513

Pres. George Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, DC 20500
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Margaret Gregg

Robert Gipe

Tive close to the mountains of East Temnessee and count my blessings every day. 1
. withessed the tragic upheaval of communities that have been disrupted, damaged and/or
% destroyed by strip fifig: i )

. 203 Gravel Hill Rd.
Limestone TN'37681 423 257 3875°
mgregg@ecoisp.com :

cc: President G.W. Bush, .

mEC'D $EP 0 8208

Robert Gipe
P.O. Box 1394
Harian, KY 40831

John Forren, US EPA (3ES30)
1650 Arch Street
Philadeiphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren:

| live in Harlan County, Kentucky at the headwaters of the Cumberiand River. We have
had nearly a hundred years of coal mining in our community. We have very little clean
water. We once had plenty.

The draft environmental impact statement on mountaintop removal published recently
by the Bush administration is a slap in the face of everyone who needs water to
survive. It is a maliclous, poisonous, shortsighted, misanthropie, hateful, greedy, antl-
democratic document.

| pray that the people who put it before the public will tive long enough to see the
errors of their ways and correct them. | pray that the people who wrote this dooument
never have to drink the greasy black water that comes out of the spigots of people in
the American coalfields. | pray that they never have to pull their sleeping children out
of a home flooded as a result of rain on poorly reclaimed strip jobs.

My message to Prasident Bush and all the formulators and enforcers of his self- ] 1-5
serving, callous, cynical, dangerous energy policy is this: | support none of the

proposed alternatives in your environmental impact statement. | oppose Mountaintop
Removal Mining. Enforce SMCRA the way it was written. Enforce the Clean Water Act
the way it was written.

1-9

Good people don’t have to get sick and die just so this country can have electricity.
We can do better. Pursue alternatives.

Elected officials are supposed to look out for the interests of all the people--not just
their fraternity brothers, family friends, and corporate cronies. Quit acting like
gangsters and start acting like statesmen. Or pursue another line of work.
Sincerely,

Cobont G

Robert Gipe
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Karen Grubb Robert Hallick

Karen Grubb

<kgrubb@mail. fsew  To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA

v.edu> cc:

Subject: Mining kIS

08/20/03 12:12 PM
M. John Forren, US EPA Robert Hallick
1650 Arch Street Date:  1/02/2004
Philadelphia, PA 19130 City: West Reading State: PA  Zip: 19611
Mr. Forren,

T'am happy to learn that the Bush administration plans to continue to let coal companies

change Appalachia with tining practices that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury
streams, and help communities. It is important to do mining for resources, as lonig as the | 1-11
replanting of trees is in effect the mining could very well help the beautification of our
countries mountains. In light of these facts, [ urge you to consider alternatives that

increase the envirommental impacts of mountaintop removal. Thank. you for your

consideration of this important issue,

Mountaintop Removal destroys streams, contaminates drinking water,
causes

flooding, makes moonscapes out of the beautiful Appalachian Mountains --
some of the world's oldest mountains, causes blasting damage to

residents

homes, air pollution to residents, destroys hardwood forests and

wildlife

habitats, destroys Appalachian culture and heritage, defies the

executive

order regarding environmental justice for low income people, destroys 1-9
jobs

and is environmentally insane.

Mountaintop Removal should be stopped now! ‘The recommendations in the
EIS

Statement are 2 sham in that they ignore the scientific evidence and
recommend

speeding up the process in permitting mountain top removal. No economic
gain can justify the process of mountaintop removal,

Karen Grabb
21 Beverly Circle
Fainmont, WV 26554
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Karl Hanzel Alice Hardin

----- Forwarded by David Rider/R3AUSERPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:58 PM «on- e Porgarded by David Rider/RI/JUSEPA/US on GL/CGR/2004 C2:0)L BM ~----
Karl Hanzel ’:w;)jiwawa Let” . .
<karinrdc@khaos.c  To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA ) ‘ s Tort R3
om> e Mountalintop@EPA

Subject: Strengthen draft EIS on mountaintop removal coal mining oo
X DE Sukiectt  Please §
g;ADSQOM 0202 Destructive Mountaintop Ren
M
January 5, 2004 Dear Mr, Johr Forren, Project Manager,

Mr. John Forren

concernibg

ing my fine oppositicn to b TERYa draft

Project Manager i st Lhis pra
U.8. Environmental Protection Agency (3EA30) The fush adm : up with
1880 Arch Street rally safe alternar to this method. 1-9

Philadelphia, PA 19103 acrrif a5 of destruction thls has
as wall as othe

2 of an adawant MO to mountaintop mining.

Dear Mr. Forren,

Bush & CC. is an environmental nightmarel Please amend the

EPA's £1S 50 as to mit the effects of disasterous mourntaintop 1-9
removal mining! Alice Hardin
Christiansbury Plke
VA 24091
Bawva, net.
Sincerely,
Kart Hanzel

738 Wagonwheei Gap
Bouider, CO 80302
USA
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Jerry Hardt

Bill Hardy

~~~~~ Forwarded by David Ridec/R3/USEPA/US on 01,/08/2004 01:52 PM v
Jerry Hardt
<jhardt@toothills Tor R3 Mountaintop@FEPA

et e
Subject: EIS statement MTR
01/05/2004 10:02
AM
John Forren
U.S. EPA (3ES30)
1650 Arch Steeet
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren,

Given the bndings of the EIS released last May and my own observation and experience, T
find it absurd that the Bush administration is proposing to esse restrictions on mountaintop
removal mining. 1 encourage EPA and the administration to reject all the alternatives
presented in the EIS and move toward 2 ban on surface mining in steep slope ateas and the
climination of valley fills.

An interim step in this direction would be to simply enforce the law 2s it now exists,

The preferred alternative tepresents a total abrogation of the EPA's tesponsibility to protect
the environment and safeguard human health. It is a total sell-out to big-money interests at
the expense of the people who live in the Appalachian coalfields. 1t is a statement that
people don't matter and that the sdministration does not care if the people of easten
Kentucky and West Virginia have any future,

1 encourage you to tesd your own study, Pay attention to the findings that the environmental
effects of mountaintop removal are widespread, devastating, and permanent. Pay attention
Lo the fact that elimnating valley fills would have a minimal economic impact, especially
when compared to the massive negative impacts of not banning valley fills. Remember that
we are not just talking about dirt and rock, we are talking about peoples' homes and
communities.

Don't play with peoples' lives and futuges as political favors, Reject the BIS
tecommendations, strengthen envitonmental protections and enforce the law.

Jerry Hasdt

P.O. Box 697
Salyersville, KY 41465
606-349-2593

1-10

1-5

Q%138 AN ---m-

Mourtalintop

T1/1472004 05:2)
M

William Hardy
o Box

I support, as do milliens of other americans, any decision this 1_11
adminztration may come re. this issue.

Sincerely,

Bill Hardy

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium
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Roy Harless, Jr.

Ronda Harper

Mr. Forren, RECD 0cT 2 82%3
I have lived here in the same place for fifty-nine years,
and watched the coal industry destroy our mountains with
blasting, destroy streams with runoff from mines and
preparation plants, destroy our roads with overloaded coal
trucks, destroy our homes and lives with flooding caused by
broken impoundments, and ruin our health with coal dust,
My families water well went dry sixteen years ago because of
mountain top removal blasting. I worked in the coal mines
here for thirty-one years until I was disabled three years ago
and had to retire. I am firmly against mountain top removal

coal mining. -
t

Sincerely,
Roy B. Harless Jr.
HCR 78 Box 5324
Barrett, WV 25208

DRy . Wikt ] .

Snvironmental Lwpact Statement of touataintop Removal

Dear My Forren:

ded by mountalntop destruction.
r, wmother, @nd uncl
£ of the streaws wh

I waded and swam as childres are gone. Az I walk along the
g stream on our property I find frogs, turtles, and

salaman 3. My heart breaks for them for soon they will b
beneath lley £i11, Birds and wildiife are bei i

with fam 3 who can no lenger bear the b B
breathing the clouds of black dust. Gur family iz try

d on Lo our beaubiful homeplsos, but the ccal company 1s m
diffienlt. West Virginians who live near MIR sites have

ded ocut, and forewd to sell out, Mountaintop removal has to

Benda Stollings Harper,
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Mark Harris

DeliveredDate: 01/04/2004 03:55:29 PM

My naie is Ronida Harper and I live in Huntingotn, WV. My family's homeplace is in
Lincoln County, WV. Our property on the Mud River was once surrounded by beantiful
mountain wilderness, but is it quickly becoming a tiny island paradise surrounded by
mountaintop destruction. The hollows where my grandmother, grandfather, mother, and
uncles once watked, gardened, and hunted are gone. Most of the streams where my
cousins and I waded and swam as children are gone. As I walk along the one last
remaining stream on our property I find frogs, turtles, and salamanders. My heart breaks
for them for soon they will be buried beneath valley fill. Birds and wildlife are being:
driven away along withfamilies who can no fonger bear the blasting near their homes
and breathing the clouds of black dust. Our family is trying desperately to hold on to vur
beautiful homeplace, but the coal company is making this VERY difficult, West
Virginians who live near MTR sites have been driven out, flooded out, and forced tosell
out. Mountaintop removal has to stop.

----- Forwarded by David Rider/R3AISEPAMUS on 01/08/2004 01:58 PM -

Mark Harris

<mth1234@yahooco  To.  R3 Mountaintop@EPA

m>

01/01/2004 07:40
PM

Dear Mr. Forren,

| strongly urge you to add provisions to the EPA's
draft EIS that will prevent destruction of streams by
mountaintep removal mining.

Although the draft EIS recognizes the problem of
vailey fills that bury streams, it proposes no
restrictions on the size of those valley fills.

Rather than act on your own studies, which recognize
the problem of valley fills that bury streams, you are
proposing a “preferred alternative” that weakens
existing environmental protections and allows valley
fills to continue at an accelerated rate.

| urge you to follow through on the Bush
administrations stated commitment to clean water by
adopting attematives that stop destruction of

mountain streams by mountaintop removal mining and
then implement those measures.

Sincerely,

Mark Harris

PO Box 682375
Park City, UT 84068

oe:
Subject: Fix draft EIS to protect streams from mountaintap removal

1-10
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Erica Harvey

Tracy Hasuga

Ve

m . .
N Dear ¢, Forpen 5 Recp MO s
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-~~~ Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM -

"roaring20s_99@ya

hoo.com" To:

<roaring20s_99 o
Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop

R3 Mountaintop@EPA

Removal Mining
01/06/2004 12:18
PM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,

1 strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact
statement s0 as to limit the effects of hammful mountaintop removal
mining. I find it unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to
continue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices
that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams and destroy
communities.

I cannot believe they are going ahead ,in spite of the administrations
own studies showing the horrible impact on the envrionment these
practices will have! They saying to the American people, we know it's
bad, we just don't care'.

Sincerely,

Tracy Hasuga

30 Pitkin St

Bualington, VT 05401
roaring20s_99@yahoo.com

1-9
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Marlon Henn Dan Hensley

-« Forwarded by David Rider/R3ASEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01.52 PM -

Marfon ’
<marion@iweny. im. To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
com> cc: . P <
Subject: destructive operations . : Ay Oy
123072003 1113 -
AM

N4 FQW?
s wa-:s_m\.‘:t: ‘A’sj-rmxom\\y 3\;,:\,.‘&,.‘_\ uﬁh\

e ey ¥ Warie At veun VYT SV e,

TERATNA pUaas s e App A R 22 TR TN AT

LN v e de o Bewt T4 WA LSS };V;\‘
1 do not envy you in your position, being tugged at from all directions. ?0-3‘\1'”\7 Fom NWeoares »r Yenos

To Whom it may concern;

Big business have there interest and the lonely citizen has only one
voice ina crowd of thousarkds. 1 ask you to consider the issues before

you concerning the envirenment and any destruction to it. %\ " Vs v~
You are charged with a huge reconcilability, but keep in mind that what C:%—;:%M
you do affects all man kind, ot just in the US but all over the world. 1 9 .

At what point are we the US going to be happy with things, the

environment, just the way they are. Are we 80 starved that we need to
destroy virgin land for the sake of a compary to make profits. | think P
not. Look beyond your desk, beyond your self and think about all the REC'D JAx 2 6 466
people that you will hurt by pressure from the big business that keeps
kniocking on your door wanting to bend your ear. = i

Please do not destroy some of the last remaining treasures we have left.

D, —urm%\.‘»;’

' - I Faadse s
Respectfully loscey Yl S
Marlon Henn N zeny ’

311 N. Collingwood Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13208

REC'D 25
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Robert Hensley J. Michael Herr

REC'D sep 0 4 59
Robert M. Hensley, D.V.M, :
1025 Creekside Lane  Nicholasville, KY 40356

859 271-2920

19 August 2003 DeliveredDate: 01/06/2004 05:07:38 PM

Tlived and worked in Raleigh and Fayette County, WV, for 21 years until moving to CT
in Sept., 2001, and [ will never forget the beauty and feeling of the hills of that state. The

ﬁ;gﬁnﬁg gx:en mountain tep removal projects had been going on for fquite some time, opw’iously, and

Philadelphia, PA 19103 every time there was exposure in the press orby driving by one of the sites there was 1-9
always a sick feeling in the gut. The extent to which the current Administration is intent :

Dear Sir: on producing profits for their high-placed friends at the expense of the natoral beauty

. , . and ecologically pristine conditions of those mountains is a travesty beyond words. Coal
;a;:xc feimsc?:ntgygwm??gﬁﬁ%ﬁ :i;t:;;b ;ﬁﬁi&omg W%? is useful and necessary, of course. Mine it another way. Period. We can afford it. Stop
approach to mining may be good for the bottom line of the coal companies, but it most this wasteful and arrogant process. Now.
certainly is pot for the adjacent environment or its inhabitants.;

LMichael Herr
Compounding this unconscionable technique is the disruption, if not destruction, of
contiguous waterways with the overburden or spoil. This practice flies in the face of
existing laws which attempt to preserve, if not improve, the water quality in these areas. 1-9
The proposed changes would reduce the 100 foot buffer zone which attempts to protect
existing streams and would exacerbate conditions of many already degraded by mining
activity.

In sum, we must not continue the history of abuse of these areas simply for additional
profit. It is time that the quality of life fot the inhabitants and their environment be given
a higher priority than the profit margins of the corporations causing this destruction,

rely,

ccKFTC
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Caroline Hice

Susan Hickman

---or Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPAUS on 01/08/2004 01:58 PM -----

cjhice@yahoo.com

To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPRA
01/05/2004 09:46 cc:
AM

Subject: Don't filf our streams with waste materials

Dear Mr. John Forren EPA,

It is unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to continue to

let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level
mountaintops, wipe out forests and bury streams in the valleys below.
WMountaintop removal mining and valley fills should not be allowed and

the laws and regulations that protect clean water must not be weakened.

In particular, { oppose the proposal to change the stream buffer zone
rule that prohibits mining activity within 100 feet of streams. This
rule should be strictly enforeed for valley fills and in all other

cases.

Sincerely,
Caroline Hice

4353 Main StFi 2
Philadelphia, PA 19127-1415

Mr‘« L)Oi’m ‘F;(YZA
Us. E¢a (3easn)
(5D Ank S

Pl defphia, LA 19103

[ Moutrnty roval

1-9
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Sanford Higginbotham

Monica Hill

————— Forwardsd by David Rider/RIJUSERPASUS on L1/20/2003 G447 PM mwwwe

Sznford

Higglinboutham To: R3
MountalntopfEpa

<blowholefhawaiia o

., net> Subject:  ENCUSH{L)
pllution Zrom Mountaintop Mining

reriner U, 2003

Epviroamental Protectlon Agenoy

SEA3D)
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Marty Hiller

Danita Hines

---- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM -----

“hiller(@alum.mit.
edu” <hiller To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
cc:
01/06/2004 03:00 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
Removal Mining
PM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,

1 strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact
statement so as to limit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal
mining. I find it unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to
continue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices
that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams and destroy
communities,

According to the draft EIS, the environmental effects of mountaintop
removal are widespread, devastating and permanent. Yet the draft EIS
proposes no restrictions on this practice. If we would support the
expansion of pollution-free renewables instead of ignoring the
outrageous costs associated with coal, the entire world would be better

off?

Sincerely,

Marty Hiller

128 Rachel Carson Way
Ithaca, NY 14850
hiller@latum.mit.edu

. fie oy

REC'D JiN 2 3 2
John Forrea: ’

T am opposek b owy durges
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Robert Hiser Paul Hodder

- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM - == Forwarded by David Ridec/R3/USEPA/US on 01/20/2004 09:08 AM -

Paul Hodder

bhiserl(@aol.c
bhiserl @aol.com <phodder@catalyst  To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA

To: R3 Mountaintop@EPA

01/01/200408:45  cc: T b
AM Subject: Mountaintop Mining 0171972004 06:27 e
PM

I received information on the impending EIS on mountainiop coal mining and am
wondeging if that would also affect the type of road consttuction going on now in the state
of West Virginia. I've seen the resulis and the view is devastating. My understanding is that
as they blow the top off of these mountains that they are also removing the coal so that they

After living seventeen years in the Wheeling, WV area and seeing Giest can incresse the amount of scid rain falling on the streams in this part of Appalachia.
hand

the moonscape created by surface mining in Belmont County, OH, I cannot Thanks,

believe , X Paul A, Hodder

we are willing to sacrifice out mountains to the same fate. Managee, Software Development
I equate this mining method to cigarette smoking, you know that drawing CatalystRx

smoke 301-548-2956

into your lungs can't be good for you yet you do it. 1-9 phodder@catalystex.com

"The small number of jobs and little tax money derived from these ole@.bmp

operations

cannot possibly be worth the removal for all time of the beauty and

function

that nature has provided us since the beginnings of time.

Let us Please, for once, use some common sense and make some sensible

decisions for our future generations,

Robert B. Hiser
Elkview, WV,
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Sharon Hodges

Steve Hodges

/dw36-03 '
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«-we- Forwarded by David Ridet/R3/USEPA/US on 01/12/2004 02:49 PM -----

Steve Hodges
<steveh@ovethome.  To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
net> oer
Subject: mountaintop removal
01/06/2004 04:34
PM
John Forren
EPA

Dear Mr. Forren,

1 oppose moustaintop removal and valley fills and any change in the rule

protecting siream buffer vones. | am disappointed and angry that the

federal government is ignoring its own studies by proposing to reduce

protections for people and the environment. 1 demand a new study that 1-5
looks at the alternatives to prevent new mountaintop removal and valley

fill operations and to stop the existing ones within 5 years or by the

expiration of the current mining permit, whichever date occurs first.

Sincerely,
Steve Hodges

594 Hoot Owl Hollow
Kyles Ford, TN 37765
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Andy Hodgman

Karen Holl

REC'D yan 2 5

Mr. Joehn Forren Jan 17, 2004
U.S. EPA {3BEA30}

1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr ?q:r',e:.i., oL

Please consider the permanent ramifications of the proposed weakening
of environmental poliey regarding mountaintop strip mining for coal. It
ia imperative that we protect our resources despite efforts to the
contrary by the current presidential administration to do otherwise. It
would be very disappointing to find out in the future that the trickle
down effect were even more harmful than now believed by such a
practice. I do not believe the anviromment is worth sacrificing in any
instance and much less for the strip mining of coal mined by such means
as blowing the tops off ns. It is unfor that the political
circumstances currently dictate a weak environmental policy but it is’
time to stand up and take notice whether Democrat or Republican and
this would be a step in the right direction.

Regards,
Andy Hodgman ’
1911 W.. Belle.Rlaine RAve
Chicago, IL 60613

1-10

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ

BERKELEY » SAVES + (RVING + LOB ANGELES + MERCED « RIVERSIDE » SAN INRGD + SAN FRANCISCO

Dr. Kaeea D. Bolk SANTA CRIUZ CALIFORNIA 83564
Sudies Dapeteast e S

i  REG'D 26 w

INTEENET: ol eds
FAX: (V21) 4594018
Jarary 20, 2004

Iokn Forren

U.S. EPA (38830}
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphis, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren,

1 am writing in opposition to the Bush admi ion plans to to let coal comp
destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level ps, destroy forests and bury
streams in the valleys below. Even the ini 's draft Bavi 1 Impact 8§
(ElS)onmmmmin:oprsmvalcoalmxmng k ledges that the envi 1 affects of this

are and p Asa ist who has stadied ecosystem recovery after
mmmg}hmwtheex:mto{theeﬁm of large-scale coal surface mining. Even under the best
of conditions recovery of thess ecosystems cun be slow, but when large areas of forest are
cleared dispersal of seeds to colonize the areas is minimal which may impede recovery further.
The streams in this region host a high diversity of fish and mussel species that are extremely
sensitive to sedimentation, yet entite streams are being filled. Moreover, this type of mining
negatively affects the people in the region through degrading the water quality, as well as
reducing the recreational income in the region.

Iamspmllcdthat&edmﬁms ﬁnmmmmmmmwamfme&ﬂmﬂw for
problems caused by 1 coal mining is to weaken
1 p Therulcof the Bnvironmental Protection Agency is to

protect the health and resourcu of the pwple of the U S not to weakcn me very regulmons that

do so. The draft BIS thep process, P
removal and *“‘va]layﬁl]sm inue at an accelerated rats. Iam letely perplexs
as to why the EPA would sllow a ps 28 envi iy d a8 intop mining
to expand with minimal regulation.

Insumi of allowing p removal to bated and even the Bush

needs to der slternatives that reduce the environmental impasts of
mountaintop removal, such as restricting the size of mountaintop removal jubs and requiring
ﬁwougx reclamation of those sites, The whole point of the EIS process is to acknowiedge
mzpam and serionsly consxder lowm' impact alternatives. In this case, it seems the
ion is igr any tives that do not imize the profits of the coal

companies.

SANTA BARBARA + SANTA CRUZ

1-10

1-7

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium

Section A - Citizens



Mark Homer

Turge you to show some corumon sense and prevent the loosening of regulations that help to
protect the people and ecosystems of this region from this devastating practice.

Sincerely,

Aovram O, Nt

Karen Holl, Ph.D,

Holl, K. D. 2002. The effect of coal surface mine revegetation practices on long-term
vegetation recovery. Journal of Applied Ecology 39: 960-970,

Holl, K. D. and J. Cairns, Jr. 1994. Vegetational community development on reclaimed
coal surface mines in Virginia, Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club 121:327-337.

December 16, 2003

Mr. John Forren EPA

U.S. EPA (3EA30)

1650 Arch St.

Philadelphia, PA 19103 Rrea

s

Dear Mr. John Forren EPA,

1t is unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to continue to let coal companies
destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level mountaintops, wipe out forests and
bury strears in the valleys below, Mountaintop removal mining and valley fills should
not be allowed and the laws and regulations that protect clean water must not be
wedkened. In particular, I oppose the proposal to shange the stream buffer zone rule that
prohibits mining activity within 100 feet of streams. This rule should be strictly enforced
for valley fills and in all other cases.

The federal government has ignored its own studies on protections for pecple and the
environment. I, therefore, do not support any of the three alternatives contained within
the Environmental Impact Statement Report. All three options will make it easier for
companies to destroy sireams, endangering wildlife and nearby communities.

Once they are gone, they will be gone forever.

.—e? Note: | am a native Philadelphian, graduate of Ceniral High Schoo! and the Univessity of

Pennsylvania. | would not want Tennessee's beauty destroyed any more than [ would
Pennsylvania's.

Sincerely,

Mark Homer

601 8 Peters Rd

Apt. 55

Knoxville, TN 37922-4358

'rY nee > 2 opp

1-9
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John Honeck

John Hopkins

DeliveredDate: 01/05/2004 12:52:43 PM

The way coal is removed in’mountaintop removal mining needs to be changed from the
way it has been done in the past. Personally 1'would like to-see it stopped altogether. But
T know that is not a reality today. The extractive industry, as well as all those in the coal
consumption chain, need to make their companies as environfentally benign as possible.
Itis my understanding that in the past environmental laws have been broken by
companies practicing mountaintop removal mining, This needs.to stop, not by rewriting
the law so that illegal practices can be made legal (¢very criminal would want that), but
by enforcement and prosecution.

Mountaintop removal is not only extrerely environmentally degrading but it also has
serious consequences for the communities around the mige. This societal dimension also
needs addressing. I believe that-even if the coal extractive companies were to be
environmentally and socially conscience coal would still be very competitive with other
eriergy sources. Thank you, John Honeck 315

W Newhall #7, Waukesha WI 53186.

1-9

John Hopkins

<wrmfv@yahoo.com>  To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA

R
01/06/2004 04:14
PM

Subject: Comment on mountaintop removal mining EIS

1 oppose loosening rules on mountaintop removal mining.

Of all forms of resource extraction, large scale surface mining has one of the fongest lasting and
most radical impacts on the land. Timber, gas, or petroleum extraction can have severe impacts,
expecially if not managed properly for environmental considerations, but most of the impact of
these activilies will fade after a few hundred years. With MTR mining, the alteration of the
natural landforms, rocks, and streams of the Appalachians will persist on a geologic timescale,
thousands or tens of thousands of years. We aren't using these resources to produce durable
goods such as steel--most of it will be burned for a one shot production of energy. And with
regard to development of industry, flood-proof housing, cfc. there is enough land surface-mined
already to allow for hundreds of years of building.

Astronomers have given us magnificent photos of deep space, and physicists conicepts of the
infinitesimal, These provide us with glimpses of "the mind of God" (howeyer one conceives of
the ¢reative force behind the universe). These realms remain distant visions to us as humans. But
a human can walk across a wild mountain, one can touch it and smell it. The human world is a
wondrous--and horrific--part of nature foo, but the natural world is uniquely grounding for
mental and spiritual health because it bypasses the immensely tangled layers of human ideas,
goals, and conceits.

The earth doesn’t care. The loosers will be our childress, our descendents. For a party of a couple-
of-hundred years of cheap energy, West Virginia children of centuries to come will inherit not a
landscape that gives us a peek at the "mind of God" but instead a Jandscape that is pockmarked
with landfills and slumping sandtrap-like features, a

tandscape of human designs and motives,

Now I'm as impure as the next guy, I'm addicted like everyone else to this cheap energy. And of
course, most of the land that isn't uninbabitable in the world is dedicated to human purposes.
Buts it's a question of degree. Where are we going to stop? How can we start turning ina
different direction so that we don't have to continue shredding wild lands to maintain our
civilization? The tools of late industrial civilization give us the ability to destroy huge areas in
record time, )
But they also give us alternatives, too-little discussed and valued, to move in different directions-
-without going back to the stone age.

John H Hopkins
e-mail, wrmfv@yahoo.com

11-10
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Patricia Hopkins Pierre Howard
----- Forwarded by David Ridet/R3/USEPAIUS on 01723/2004 09:38 AM =-eas N 2 843 D R & N rt}lwes "
over Iload No
"Patricia R. ;
Hopkins" To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA Adantd' Georgld 30327
<buffalowoman@lam ce
ere.net> Subject: Please Limit the Destruction Caused | 7 _ - ey ., PERRE HOWARD
By Mountaintop Removal Mining 1-9 : REOD At 09 p0r ﬁ‘* 57 200
0111212004 0607 e j,:” _ ;‘7“ ) tees . oo el
=5 . 2 %
WW&W}Z{?'})W;“ J::: he
e ‘jf‘f’“‘ Iy o prlensdt
st o A W_A—ﬁz Vide ﬁ/
7 7 Aoriiaiba Ner 350,077
o ) Pz A e FRe
Patricia R. Hopkins A iita o et W e corat
75 Raymond Street e Yo Y Lesslian r3les bl <
Biddeford, ME 04005 dicn %&7 4 s, SRtin preerer
#7 L i ctonibiny TR
January 12, 2004 A sy Apbies 7 7 e Coper)
_ ' 8-1-2
John Forren o
US EPA (3EA30)
1650 Arch Street ; CoN
Philadelphia, PA 19103 Corlran Wfurbilor Wm w; Alasp
Aeclme. Wi prccet fRE brecbecaZly oty
Ve VanS Tho EFS place FFe fregpes
Dear Forren: W ! g A0
‘s e Tiine Frrest”
o r L Ao
75 Raymond Strest % . ? 4 /ﬂ,‘,gl calF el /&«.
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Renee Hoyos

Patrick Huber

"rencef@town.org”

= renee To: R Mountaintop{@EPA
oo

O01,7217 2004 08:52 Subject: Suppur! clean water!

Axt

Mr, John Fotren
ULS, EPA (LA

Dear Mr. Forren,

Please ceduce the haontil effects of mountaintop removal coal mining to protect matural resources
and communitizs and do not weaken environmental protections that apply to the companies that are
conducting mountaintop removal,

1-10

The deaft Enviconmental Impact Statement (B18) on mountaintop removal should be rewritten to l 7
recomruend lmmts on the size of valley fills that bury streams and mperil wildhife. =

The dralt Enviconmental Tinpact Statement should not do away with & surface mining rule that 1 10
makes w Hlegal for mining activities to disturb areas within 100 feet of streams. -
Sincerely,

Renee Hoyos

327 B Quincy Ave

kaoxville, TN 37917

Patrick Huber
T21E. 11*® 8t
Davis, CA 95616

Dear EPA:

1 am writing in regards to the mining technique of mountaintop removal,
especially practiced in the Appalachian region. The waterways of this part of the country
are some of the biologicaily tichest in the world. They deserve the utmost care in our
management of them. Wholesale dumping of mountains into these streams does not it
anywhere near this category.

As such, every alternative described in this current EIS falls woefully short; none
are acceptable, Every alternative acknowledges the devastation caused by this technique, | | .5
yet none fays out a means of dealing with it. In fact, the “preferred alternative” (evidently
“prefesred” by coal companies) thr to frthet reduce the already paltry regulations
concerning this degradation. This includes the elimination of the stream buffer rule and
vatley fills, and the transfer of Clean Water Act regulatory powers to agencies that have
not had that role in the past and are tiot meant to deal with this issue. Any new rule 1-10
concerning mountaintop removal should be focused on strengthening eavironmental
regulations (hence the name of your agency), not the facilitation of further ecological

i’leau do not continue forward with the current EIS. The incredible aguatic
ecosystems of the Appalachians call for a new approach to this issue.

Sincerely,

atrick Huber
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Barbara Hutchinson-Smith

————— Farwarded by David Ricler/RIJUSEPA/US on 1172072003 04:48 FN —w-e-
comminitics.
N Unfortunately, 2ach of the alternatives In the draft EIS ignoces the
To: R3 findings
. . of these studlisz and the very purposs of the BFIS- te find ways to
“ onh rd@ed tyn 23] minimdze, to
net> 5y nty My plea or i ize, ) ’ } h
- ) i ubj e My plea  for the maximum extent practical, the énvironmental consequences of
L in saving our mountains. menntaintop mining
ey ALNLGR mining.
The draft EIS does sxamine a single alterns
those inpacts.
Worse, your "preferred alternative™ would clearly lucresse the dams
from mountaintop
trol and RKeclamation Act'
Movester 15, 2003 ne rule that prohibites mining activit that disturk any area within
feel 4 2
Ervironmentsl Frotecticn Fagenoy larger etreams, =limirating the current limit on using nationwide
s to
ey £ills in West Virginia that ave larger than 250 acres,
Mfioe of Surface Hining a nificant new role in Clean Water Ach
smitting
nr mountaintop mining (2 role it does not have uncer current law).
West Virainia, the mountain fur epvircermental laws reguire, and the citirzens of the region ceserve,
a full
by our mountaing and the bea 2 ation of ways to raduce the unaccseptable lmpscts of wountaintop
mining.
liveilhood is deriwed o I urge you to abandon your "preferred alterpative" and to resvaluate a
11“7"2 full range
owed to be devisvated by the practice of of options that will minimize the enormous enviroamental and econouic
damage caugod
will wart to come to our beautiful state? We simply cannct by mountaintop mining and valley filis,

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

1'10 Barbara Hutchison-3mith
= would weakern the laws and resgulati that protect our 211 Dwyer Ln

Lewisburg, WV 24201-1205
xa the sffects of mountaintop mining and valley f£ills. As a vsa

bhaongbirdf

) ltynet, net
valuated In your May 22, 2003

ironmerntal Tmpact Statement (BET3).

Your draft EIS contains indisputaiie evidence ¢f the devastating

sikle 2
wrtal haon caused by mountaintop mining. Other agency studies 4'

rhat wountaintop rining centributes to flooding disusters in mountain
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Martha Hutson Carole Hyre

----- Forwarded by David Ridet/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM - .

"momeatsmac@aol.c

om" <momcatsmac To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA Carole L. Hyre
cc: 115 Wilton Avenus 7S
01/06/2004 12:39 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop Remaoval Elidns, WV 26241-3260 QEE o
Mining 304-636-5175 ‘ Doee 1 82003
PM caroleh@direcway.com ,
John Forren, US EPA (3ES30)
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,
. . I December 11, 2003
STOP mountaintop removal!l It destroys trees, displaces wildlife,
and the removed debris fills streams and pollutes valleys, roaking Dear Mr. Forren:
uninhabitable homes of people who live there.

1'9 1 am opposed to mountaintop removal mining and the Bush Administration’s
Have the courage to stand up for right! Mountaintop removal is wrong on gecomme;dalmpmﬂm cvxv"o?ld exp;nd its pmm This destructive m 5::;%@; 1-9
every level that matiers to our environment and it disregards and i:sggﬁm;; :c:gtmmgnx:ws a?zd canises mﬁc:q“mt and severe ﬁco’ ding. g
burdens a significant part of our population.

This is no time to erase restrictions on mountaintop removal permits and ignore existing

Sincerely, environmental protections. [ urge the Environmental Protection Agency to reject 1-10
President Bush’s proposed rule changes and to protect Appalachia’s environment,
heritage, and communities by ending mountain top removal.

%g?ixtmm Way 1 am an avid hiker, and I hope that we can continue to walk the land and enjoy our
i ‘ beautiful state. Please, help keep our mountain heritage pristine.
Monlgomery Village, MD 20886 S help keep ege
momcatsmac(@aol.com Thark you.

 Carole Hyre

(pester
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Robert Iles Michael Jablonski

----- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM ----- o T e ag 0
"bobiles(@juno.com . e e e o e e e
" <bobiles Tor R3 Mountaintop(@LPA C R - ‘ o D

ce August 28, 2003 )

01/06/2004 05:33 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop T O S
Removal Mining wr John Forreni T
PM US EPA (3ES30)
- 1850 Arch Street
~ Philadelphia, PA. 19103

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, Y Forren:
. . : Pl it I I :
1 strongly urge you 't(z ‘amend the LPA's draft enﬂtomjnenml impact . mountaint:: iﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ?mﬁ:}rﬁ&my commen s an the drafi Envtronmental mpact Staiefmnt {E18) on
statement so as to limit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal
minis . This draﬁ Bis proposes no restricﬁons on mountamtop remevaL That's ndmulous The pmposed l ] _8
1g. alternative should be to s’:op mountamtop removai mmedla%eiy ) ]
: EE : - . . Few things are as destructive as mountamtop remaval How can ona strip a mountamop and
What is Pf‘}?‘}s‘fv"i Is an absolute rape o'fnature with no control over the 1-9 - throw the débris in a steambed and not be in violation of the Clean Water Act? Mountaintop removal is a
damage, no consideration for the wildlife or the environment. crime against nature. Itls disgusting and indefenisible.
k . L - ‘tiven Utah'but | fova the eastern mountains, | care dsep y about what happens In West ‘u'arganla 1 -9
There are other energy alternatives - this abomination is completely and the entire Appafachian range. )
UNNECESSATY. ’ The EPA should be making every effort o stop mountsimop removal, not to make it easler to get
permlts for it.
Sincerely, )
Sincerely, )
el /:7 W
Robert Iles . .
1327 Hemandes Drive e e
Orlando, FL 32808 River Helghts, Utah

bobiles@juno.com
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Donnie Jackson Gordon James
REC 'D Alg 17 opos Forwarded by David Rider/RYUSEPAIUS o 01/12/2004 02:45 PM -—--
August 4, 2003 203 Gordon James
<gtiames1940@yaho To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
0.Q0M> cCl
Subject: Strengthen draft EIS on mountaintop removal coal mining
1213012003 07:42
To whom it may concern: PM
1 feel the need to express my opinion regarding the draft EIS. I have
worked with the mining industry for many years and feel they are doing | 19-3-2
a good job in reclaiming the land they mine. This was not the case December 30, 2003
years ago, but improvements have been made and today the land is M. John Forren
much more usefal nfter_it is mined. A majority of the wateir p9!lutmn |5-5-2 Srgegn:‘i?o?fgi;t ! Protection Agency (SEA30)
comes from garbage being dumped in our streams. Our wildlife o) 1650 Arch Street ?
population is on the increase. l 7-2- Philadelphia, PA 19103
Without the coal mining industry, people in Eastern Kentucky would be Dear Mr. Forren.
devastated. We are among the poorest counties in the nation, and 11-1-2 Please change the EPA's draft environmental impact staterment

without the coal industry I do not see how a lot of our families that rely
on the coal industry to provide for them would survive.

I feel the regulations are strict enough and that they are being properly
enforced. Ido not believe that a change in the regulations is necessary | 1-12
at this time.

Thank you,

Donnie Jackson
260 Belles Fork Rd.
Manchester, KY 40962

on mourntaintop removal mining. This Is 2 horrible destruction 1-9
of Appalachian ecosysterns and beautiful natural areas.

Sincerely,

Gordon James
3036 8. Cherry Way
Denver, CO 80222
USA
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Roberta James

Phyllis Jenness

My name is Roberta James. T have worked for Kentucky Coal Association for over
thirty years. 1 have seen many changes through the years, especially in the arcas of
reclamation. The industry has turned old mine sites into wild life habitats, airports, schools,
hogpitals, golf parks, housing, ete. It has given the mountainous areas of eastern
Kentucky much needed flat land fo improve their economies and has brought more jobs to the
area,

The coal industry is a heavily regulated industry. The coal companies are required by
law to reclaim the land once mining is done. It is reclaimed to equal ot befter than status then
before mining began. Kentucky hes had many years of successful reclamation, When new
trees, grass, etc are planted, it takes nature some time for the trees to grow and vegetation to
produce to what i was before mining. ‘We all know that heavy rains, forest fives, and acts of
God can destroy wildlife and nature. ... not just coal mining as some people would have you
believe. Road construction gives us flatter and wider roads to travel on. While this
construction is going on the area looks bad. But onoe it is completed, we travel the roads and
enjoy the quicker access it gives us with the improvements that are made. . -

Building construction tears up the land until the school, airport, hospital, golf course
and/or parks are completed and replanted. People in these areas use the facilities, sometimes
not filly realizing or remembering how it was befors mining and reclamation. These new
facilities bring employment and new life to the areas.

The home I bought a few years ago is heated by natural gas (not my choice). Alimy
appliances (air conditionet, washer, dryer, water heater, stove, ete.) are all electric. My
electric bill is cheaper than my gas bill, If we went to an alternative source for eleetric I'm
sure my electric bifl would rise. Coal keeps the costs down. It has been around for centuries
and will continiue to be theve. It is & product of nature and has many uscs other than fuel.
Some of the products of coal are: paint pigmonts, perfumes, insecticide, fertilizers, batteries,
paving, baking soda,.,.. to name a fow,

The industry has crmployed many people and families for deoades and will continue fo
do so. It has given many families a decent home and life, Moncy is returned to the counties
through coal severance tax. This also heips the area grow.

Doing away with the coal industry, or a part of it, will have a devastating effect on the
cconomy. It will do more harm in the long run than good, Isupport the industry and will
continue to do so. It has given me a good job in which to raise my family and provide for

#W ﬂ%amw

Roberta A. James
720 Dardanelles Dr.
Lexington, KY 40503

19-3-2

»

August 20, 2003 CRES'D A8 2 am
John Forren

U.S.EPA (3£530)

1650 Arch St

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren:

I am writing to trge you not to do away with the "buffer 2one” rule
that protects streams from the impact of mourtaintop removal.

The government should be strengthening, not weakering, protections
for peopie and the environment.

There is planty of evidence for the position that mourtairtop removal
is datrirnental to human life, water and aquatic ife. Do you and
President Bush care more about the coal comparies’ profits than
sbout this country and its citizens?

Sincerely,

VLl o

Phyllis Jerness
360 Garden Rd.
Lexington, KY 40502

¢c. President Bush

Sanator Mitch McConnell
Senator Jim Bunning
Representative Errie Fletcher

1-9
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John Jodine, Jr.

112 Newcrest Lane REC'D DEC 2 9 213
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Emily Johnson

Jane Johnson

----- Forwarded by David Rider/P3/USEPA/US on 1172072003 02134 BM ~-=-=
erlly johnson
<ebrlokerGuazin.k T g3
Moustaintopd
1Z.ca.us> oH

Bubiect: Save Strsams
from Mountaintop Mining
11/07/72003 09:12
P

Noverber 07, 2003

ohn Forren, Snviramental Protection Agsnoy
¥ (3ER30)

ch Street

clphiia, PA 19103

My, Forren,

I =sis Oppused Lo acy changes that would weaken Lhe laws and regulallons
that
shact our rivers and streams frowm the effects of mountaintop mining
valley

la. Az a result, 1 am opposed to each of the alterpatives evaluated

2003 drafr Envirompental Impact Statemant {BIS).

EN
Thank yuu for your consideration.
Sincerely,

amily fohnzon
Whitney Ct

San . DR 249C
1133
dericker@marin, kli.ca.ug

Jane Johnson
82 Antioch Rd

Crab Orchard, TN 37723 REC'D JAN 2 5 004

JULY 22,2003

John Forren

USEPA

1650 Arch St
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Twenty-two people have reported that their houses have been badly shaken up by
blasting from the Cumberland Coal Company mine on Smith Mountain in Cumberland
County, Tennesses.

Of these twenty-two people, twelve have reported damage to their houses and property.

It is NOT legal to damage houses and property with blasting from a mine: the Surface 1 6_ 1 - 1
Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) requires operators to design a blasting
plan which will prevent injuries to persons and property outside the Permit Area, legal
number 30CFR817.67.

1t is extremely important that the above law, 30CFR817.67, be enforced.

Sincerely,

e B e

£
& .

Jane L. Johnson
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John Johnson

Andrew Jones

John Johnson

Date:  1/04/2004

City:  Chattanooga  State: TN Zip: 37401

Will facilitate Destruction: The idea that such a practice as mountain top removal is even
allowed, let alone requires a scientific §tudy, shows just how insane the US Govérnment
and its corporate sponsors have become. It is patently obvious that mountain top removal
is genocide and ecocide of the highest order: Simply, it destroys life. Why do you need to
do a study to figure that out? As mountain top a removal destroys all life that it comes
near, both human and non-human, it should be [LLEGAL and abolished. If you profit
blinded fools can not see the destruction caused by mountain top removal and the
subsequent necessity of banning the practice, than you are no longer worthy of our
respect ot your job. In shoit, ABOLISH, OUTLAW, BAN or otherwise make illegal
mountain top removal and ALL other variations of destructive strip mining or RESIGN.
There is no need to belabor the finer points of your draft EIS here. Mountain top removal
“destroys the living mountain, forest and aguatic ecosystems that make life possible and
desirable in Southern and Central Appalachia.

For that reason alone it should be abolished. Make it illegal or the outraged populace will
make your ineffectual bureaucracy-obsoléte. For the mountains, John Jolifison of, but not
necessarily for, Katuah Earth Fitst, P.O. Box 281 Chattanooga, TN 37401 ps. please put
my US postal address (above) on all future NEPA scoping and comment lists relating g to
mountain top removal in central and southern appalachia. pps. please respond so that T
know you received these comments.

August 1, 2003

My home is in the heart of your study area and in the belly of the
beast--the beast is the greedy, irresponsible coal barons and the
corrupt regulatory agencies and politicians that serve as the

- ‘minions of this beast.

This draft EIS is a blueprint for continued assault upon the people
of Appalachia, a declaration of war upon our children, their
children and GOD’S creation. Enough, STOP Mountaintop
Remoyal, NOWM!! Hew Niwy Tans oF explosives
ased in Agpakachia a day?

This EIS encourages the coal industry to continue to use—to rape
and take---Appalachia and her people—as a national sacrifice
zone.

This EIS did NOT study the curaulative effects of environmental,
community, human, cultural; health and socio-economic impacts

of post, present and future Valley fill mining. How did you study
the environmental justice impacts in this draft? You did not study
the cultural, community, people and property being destroyed by

this mining method, you dismissed it.

1 demand a revised EIS that includes cumulative impacts of
cultural, social, emotional, and spiritual and health problems
of communities affected by Mountaintop Removal

A partial cultural study already exists, this study by Dr. Mary
Hufford is available on the Library of Congress website and Dr.
Hufford—-Dr. of Ethnography can be reached at the University of
Penn. Our mountain culture has been her long before the white
seitlers came and before

Commercial coal mining began. Our culture will be here long after
the coal is gone!

< R ey

10-7-2

9-4-2

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium

A-1015

Section A - Citizens



It is believed that many people in Mountaintop Removal

Effected communities suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder—
-from blasting and flooding. How dare you dismiss the suffering of
low income and the invisible minority people of central
Appalachia!! How dare you dismiss and defy the Executive Order
dealing with environmental justice, the low income and minority
people.

Your own study says that this area is well above the average in
poverty and unemployment. Where is the study on socio-economic
problems of the area? Why are the people in the coal rich counties
the poorest? What are the ACTUAL costs to the communities and
people that suffer the effects of Mountaintop Removal? This
mining effects the very poor, the powerless and oppressed people.
Economic Development of these artificial sites? Only é % of these
destroyed mountains are ever given any economic development for
the affected communities. Where is the study on this?—J want to
see the figures and a study on how much “prosperity” goes back to
Buglar Hollow or Bob White or Montcoal, or any small mining
community.

In the last 6 months, 2 schools in the Coal River Valley,

Both surrounded by many Massey mining permits, was closed.
Sending our children on very, very long bus rides. One was at
Montcoal—Marsh Fork High School—--—where is the support---
where’s the money? The Raleigh County Board of Educations said
it does NOT receive a red cent from coal tax for education---coal
says it gives-—-who is lying? I want to see a report on that.

The scientific evidence of this study shows that Mountaintop
Removal is environmentally insane, but the recommendations by
the administration is to make it easier for the greedy coal
companies to destroy everything, which leads me to believe that

10-7-2

10-2-2

even worse scientific evidence was omitted from this study. Even
so, your report makes an airtight case against your conclusions.
Your report and your conclusions strongly contradict. Did a
complete idiot write the conclusions?

AS a fellow Christian I challenge President Bush to come to the
coalfield hollows in central Appalachia and talk with the blasted,
flooded, poor and the oppressed people impacted by Mountaintop
Removal. I ask President Bush to investigate his agencies, No true
Christian would allow these evil abuses to continue. I am sure once
the President discovers these crimes against the citizens of
Appalachia, he will stop Mountaintop Removal. NO true GOD-
fearing man would allow these crimes to continue.

People should NOT have to make a choice between a job now and
destroying their children’s future, making their neighbors suffer
and selling their eternal souls in the bargain.

Revelation 11:18

Thy wrath is come, that they should be judged, and that thou
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets and to
the saints and them that fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy the Earth.

HOW VERY, VERY ARROGANT OF MAN TO THINK HE
CAN DESTROY GOD’S CREATION.

ok ok, @t 25174
Orwathe, U

/A\n rev” Sepes 4’Mkaaﬁ/a)zf_ 25124
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Deborah Jones

Lora Jones

M
Mr. John Forren
US.EPA e
1650 Arch St. "1 Ve e
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania %EC D nts 2804
19103

Dear Mr. Forren:

Please consider the disastrons effects of moutaintop coal removal practices as you
establish environmental policies and enforce laws and regulations.

Many people in the United States love the Appalachian Mountains, especially the
mountains of West Virginia. It is shocking to see the d ion caused by valley fills,
the destruction of mountains that can never be replaced for any generation, and the

holesale ign displayed by strip mining.

Environmental policy should protect the environment, not allowing its destruction
for any reason. Our government should not ignore the wishes of the people to preserve

the mountaing, Mountaintop removal is short-sighted and regulations should not favor
business over our natural heritage. Poor people are being exploited as is the land.

Please use the power of your position to protect the mountains and the people who
live there who are being flooded out and run out by noise and devastation from the coal
companies’ destructive practices.

Sincerely,

. f

< elpak C}&W
Deborah Jones

8415 Yolanda Road
Richmond, VA 23229

Of““‘% (, 200

1-9

- Forwarded by David Ridex/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM -

"twmwij@patmedia.n
et" <lwmwj To:  R3 Mountaintop@LPA
ce:

01/06/2004 01:24 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop Removal
Mining
PM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,

I strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact

statement so as to Himit the effects of harmfil mountaintop removal

mining. 1 find it unconscionabie that the Bush administration plans to 1-5
continue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices

that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams and destroy

communities.

The Bush administration must consider alternatives.
Sincerely,

Lora lones

7 Springhill Road

Annandale, NI 08801
lwmwj@patmedia.net
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Mary Lou Jones
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Tim Jones

Richard Jorgensen

--= Forwarded by David Rider/ R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:32. PM -~

deforest(@austin.r
rcom To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
e
01/03/2004:11:02 Subject: Comments on Diaft programmeatic
Environmental Tmpact Statement on mountaintop
PM removal coal mining

Enviromental Protection Agency Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Enviromental Protection Agency Havironmental hnpact Statement,

I'm writing in repards to Bush administeation plans to continue to let coal companies

destroy Appalachis with mining practices that level mountaintops, wipe vut forests 1-9
and bury streams in the valleys below.

Are you freaking NUTS?P?

Sincerely,

Tim Jones

313 Lone Oak Drive
Austin, Texas 78704

ety :
San F MCA wm .
-

Mr, John Rorren YREC O Uik 0 7 204

phia. PA - 19103

Daar 8iry

For over a century, sinee the founding of the world's first national
park, the thited States has beon a lesader In envirenments) protsstion.
That 1s, obvicusly, ‘the very mission of your dagency.

Thus, I find it horrific that our sountry and your agancy should permit 1‘9
the drastic degradation of the Appalachian ecosystem by tatntop nining.

Please do everything in your power to place this prasctics which has
dostrayed seven hundred miles of streams undsr the strictist regulation.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
[ € i
31 Degember 2003 Richard i rgensen , MBA
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Tom Joy

K mEe'D N3 %03 v -
- had -
removal of 30 to 40 percent of the mountains might alter reglonal climatic conditions and
Decerber 28, 2003 how that might affect the regional ecology.
From: Tom Joy
1156 Hightop Road, Lot 189 8. The Elmbould addr:fsa the poscibimy thet valley ﬁnm :;: agds?go ;otomm!nem n;::iie '
Blacksburg, VA 24060 Eyewtmasm have observed large numbem of used tires being disposed of in valley fitis,
and It is widely belioved by area residents that cland ping of
To: John Forren hazardous wastes in vatiey fills also ccours. 9_ 2_2
;}égbmmg"ml Protecion Agancy (3EA30) 7. The EIS should der as an aitemmative the usa of undarground mines alone fo remove
Philadelphia, PA 19103 . coal, All the prized Appalachian regional attributes of esthetics, ecology, and culfure
! depend on the continued physical presence of the Appelach? Mountains themseives.
" ) " a 1t ot . " intact, the Appalach an fible source of econamic and lifestyle
Subject: Comments on draft fop impact S (E8) benefits 1o residents and visitors. By using only underground mines, origingl contour,
Pear Mr. Forren: hydrology, and ecology wouid bs largely pmmed Thus, the most extreme negative
N ) P 7 i mining would he eliminated.
| am opposed {o mountsintop removal and valiey fils. | believe that this immoral and illegal
method of minng shoud bo haltad immedately and emphasis placed on developing he | 1 () irhis thw cass, as the BIS stsfes, that cosl setims less then 28 inchos In tickness
chnology mne seams d , & methad should be fou - p
to coal o for not mining coal that can cunenﬂy only be removed by ﬁg wmmgmafwmmnong i co:‘lmt?dswuchmarm m ‘;/gtﬂ :fepmg
moumslmp ramoval. from g i the coal ted using money
My specific comments on the EIS follow: derived fmm tourism, i?gyn would have an ineenme to ounduct me%r mining &and coal
1. The EIS appears to be an attempt at misdi it largely byy the primary
emvironmental impact of the mining Heelf and add only the dary Pleasa feel free fo contact me regearding any of these comments.
snvironmental impact to contiguous areas that occurs after the mining is over.
2. TﬂeE:Sisbasadonﬁxempbc?zpramisema!ancftheooaﬂhatispmntmuﬁbe \3
remaved. In focalions where underground mining is not an option, this generally means sy
top mlfﬂng. b , o use p removal mining requires Tom Joy
an el impact - the total emadication of
tha sxislmg topography, hydm!ngy, and ecology in the areas to be mined and filled. The Phane: (st 1&t-2.414
only justifications provided for are the improved
afficiancy and lower cost of coal ramovai Only the morally bankrupt could regard these
justifications as sufficient.
3. In the EIS, mifigation is proposed as a : gful 1o the envi tal effects

of mountaintop removal mining. In reality, the conoept of mitigetion falls compistely to
address the extremes of habitat destruction that characterize mountaintop removal

mining. Thersisnawaywm}ﬁgﬂethemmnmofa , valley or di
stream, iet alone the of thousands of them hroughout the | 5= 7-3
Appalachian ragnan. Thsae entifies are unique and irmp!maable. and the esthelic,
cuttural, anv f, 2nd of thei can never be
undona. Their ioss will bsawdfaetoﬂ&feandaheavyburdenﬁobebomebyaﬂfulure
generations.
4. The EIS focuses primarly on stream loss and and i

consequences of valley fills, it falls to consider what maquenoesmigm result from the
absence of the mountain that supplied the fill. What are the possible alterations in local
ciimatic condifions, e.g., wind pstterns, rainfall pattems, rainfall amounts and
temperatures that might cceur if one or several existing mountains were to be d? 5-6-2

5. The end resuit of the ceal-mining that are add d by the EIS
removal mining, must be to alter the & y of an iable extent of
the Appelachian Valley and Ridge Province. The EIS doec not comfder how the eventual
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Edward Kadane Ray Kamstra

-~ Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:32 PM -

---- Forwarded by David Ridee/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:32 PM - Ray Kamstra
<tkamstra(@masspir To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
"nspectori2@acl.c gomg> cc:
om" <nspectori2 To:  R3 Mountaintop@HFPA Subject: No to Mountain Top Removal!
cc: 01/06/2004 12:43
01/06/2004 03:45 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop PM
Removal Mining Please respond to
PM rkamstra

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, John Forren
J J : >
I strongly urge vou to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact statement so as to

. . . . . I oppose mountaintop removal and valley fills and any change in the buffer zone rule. ' 1-9
Timit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal mining. I find it unconscionable

I'm disappointed and angey that the federal povernment ignored its own studies when

that the I?xlshAMmi?igtralic)n Plans to continue to let conl cot‘npanics destroy it proposed weakening, rather than strengthening, protections for people and the 1-10
Appalachia with mining practices that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury 1- 5 environment
streams and destroy communities. '

Sincerely,

According to the deaft EIS, the envitonmental effects of mountaintop removal are

widespread, devastating and permanent. N
pread, % andp Ray Kamstra

T urge you to immediately amend the draft EIS accordingly. Malden, MA

Sincerely,

Edward Kadane
7134 T'okalon

Dallas, TX 75214
nspector] 2@aol.com

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-1021 Section A - Citizens



Dan Kash

Barry Katzen

Mr. Jobn Forren

! US.EPA

1650 Arch Street
Philadeiphia, PA 19103

RE: C

REC'D JaN 12 2004

ts on Draft Envix 1 Impact §
Removal Mining and Valley Fills.

t on M

Dear Mr. Forren,

Never in all my years of watching the coal industry despoil our lands, waters and
communities have [ seen a study about this rogue industry so biased and so cynical as to
defy belief. Even 10 an idiot the destrnctive impeet of mountaintop removal s eye-
popping and hard to believe.

. Finish your study with a little honesty. Recommend what is right, not what is
‘! politically right. We need help; please give us some, in light of the slant and conclusions
i geared 1o the coal industry in this first draft.

12629 Kelly Dr.
Ashland, KY 41102

1-9
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Erin Kazee

Robert Keiilbach

DeliveredDate: 01/06/2004 04:10:46 PM
Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,
Dear Mr: Forren:

The current practice of mountain top removal for easier access to coal is a foolhardy one
that both directly and indirectly endangers people and the environment they live in.
Any brief research into the topic would show that only detrimental consequences result
from this popular practice; it strips the land of essential nutrients, robs countless of
species of their homes, and pollutes waterways. The litany of its harmful effects

is virtually endless. This is not even taking into consideration the deleterious effects of
fossil fuel consumption. Even land reclamation projects are not sufficient in remedying
the environments that were entirely ravaged; the original array of species

cannot generally function in the vastly changed ecosystem, and only generalist species
migrate into the reclaimed region. Itisa

sign of environmental degradation when an abundance of generalist - not specialist -
species inhabit an area because that signifies

that it cannot support the higher qualities of the specialists.

The damage done to the environment is itteparable, and this alone should be enough to
prove that the practice's disadvantages far

outweigh its few advantages. As a whole, people often forget that we depend upon the
Tand for resources still; and this generation

is not the last. But if we continue to treat the land with such disrespect, it will not'last far
into the future. Johu Muir said,

“How glorious a greeting the sun gives the mountains!”, but at this rate; there may one
day be no mountains on which the.sun cat

light its happy beams.

Moreaver, the harmful pollutants that are produced by both mining and the burning of
fossil fuels are causing global warming, as

well as respiratory diseases and other poor livitig conditions,

Ansel Adams once succinctly stated, "It is horrifying that we have to fight our own
government to save the environment.” However,

this need not be the case. The government has in its power to protect - nourish; celebrate
- the environment. Istrongly implore

you to consider what you're-doing to the efivironmeiit - as well as to your posterity and
yourself. Thank you for your time and

consideration.
Sincerely,
Etin Rence Kazee
Erin Kazee
Rt. 1 Box 547
Flatwoods, KY 41139

erinkazee @yahoo.com

1-9

----- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/30/2004 11:21 AM -----

"eakmet@@msn.com”

< rakmet To:
ce

01,/14,2004 06:40

PM

R3 Mountaintop@EPA

Subject: Support clean water!

Mr. John Forren
U.S. EPA (3EA30)

Deac Mr. Forren,

Please teduce the harmful effects of mountaintop removal coal mining to protect natugal
resources and communitics and do not weaken environmental protections that apply to the
companies that ate conducting mountaintop removal.

The draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on mountaintop temoval should be
rewritten to recommend limits on the size of valley fills that bury streams and imperil
wildlife.

The deaft Environmental Impact Statement should not do away with a surface mining rule
that makes it illegal for mining sctivities to distuth areas within 100 feet of streams.

Sincesely,
Robert Keulbach

134-28 60 Ave
Flushing, NY 11355

1-10

1-7

1-6

MTM/VF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium

A-1023

Section A - Citizens



Mary Corsi Kelley

Cindy Kendrick

REC'D A 2 o M8

910 Sunset Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103
August 25, 2003
Mr. John Forren, U.S. EPA (3ES30)
1650 Arch Strest
Philadelphia, Pa 19103
Dear Sir,
I am wirlting to comment on the unfortunate, vague and inadeguate recommendations
made for action In response to EIS report regarding mourtaintop removal mining and
valley fills.
| am’%gama%e of Berea Coile?e and my mother was a Kentuckian. She would not only
be sl ed and dismayed (as | am also) at the wreckage of her beautiful state but would

want to protest the cavalier way in which the current administration is “responing” to an EIS
I(eportdoumemmg the extreme damage occurring at the hands of the coal companies in

Your report specifies waak and vague altsmatives o correct the continuing irreversible 1-5
dam mpnbrsingclcnetoﬂ'mumzin ms and terrain. Why? Evidence in the report clearly
i a need for a more specific and preventive role for our government.

it afl bolls down o who fives and loves Kentucky most..

Is it the coal companies with thelr blind need for profits in a state that can do without this
kind of destructive coal mining?

Is it President Bush who has already a long track record of assaults against the environment
to profit big busienss?

Is it lawmakers in Frankfort, whose knees are t0o weak to behave like they should in
opposing the continual desiruction of their state for political gain?

You answer.
Sincerely yours,

[N

----- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 017082004 11:39 AM -----

Cindy Kendrick

<cindykendrick@co

meast.net> &3
Subject: Comments on Mountaintop Removal EIS

01/01/2004 01:23

PM

To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA

Cindy Kendrick

7317 Dunsten Drive
Knoxville, TN 37931-1804
phone: 865-386-6382

January 1, 2004

M. John Forren

U.S. EPA (3EA30)
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Fotren:
Comments on Mountaintop Removal

While pondering the short-sightedness of the FIS on Mountaintop Remaval,
1 am reminded of the words of Rachel Carson, in a letter to the editor
of the Washington Post in 1963...

... the way is being cleared for a raid upon our natural resources

that is without parallel within the present century,

The real wealth of the Nation lies in the resources of the easth

-- soil, water, forests, minerals, and wildlife. To utilize them

for present needs while insuring their preservation for future
generations requires a delicately balanced and continuing program,
based on the most extensive research. Their administration is not
properly, and cannot be, a matter of politics.

By long tradition, the agencies responsible for these resources
have been directed by men of professional stature and experience,
who have understood, respected, and been guided by the findings of
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their scientists....

For many years public-spirited cifizens throughout the country
have been working for the conservation of the natural resources,
realizing their vital importance to the Nation. Apparently their
hard-won progress is to be wiped out, as a politically minded
Administration returns us to the dark ages of unrestrained
exploitation and destruction.

It is onc of the ironies of out times that, while concentrating on

the defense of our country against enemties from without, we should

be so heedless of those who would destroy it from within.
Forty years later, these words seem written specifically for today’s
crisis. We are indeed in a crisis situation. Much of the damage being
wrought upon our natural resources under false or foolish pretenses of
economic growth, national security, energy security, and progress is
irreversible and irreparable. We ourselves are becoming our worst
encmy. [ appcal to you, John Forren, to be one of those "men of
professional stature and experience,” to be guided by science and
reason, to take a leadership role to protect those resources that
define our Country - and begin by completely reshaping this miserably
inadequate EIS for mountaintop removal.

Embarrassingly, while the report acknowledges the significant damage
inflicted by mountaintop removal and valley fill, it does not cxamine a
single alternative that would reduce this damage. In fact, protection is
substantially weakened. While this Administration claims to use science
as a basis for its policies and there is plenty of solid science to show
that mountaintop removal and valley fill are extremely damaging, this
EIS gives greater license to coal companies to behead our Appalachian
mountains and bury our precious streams. [ am certainly opposed to
weakening the stream buffer zone rule. In fact, 100 feet is not enough
buffer to protect our fragile stream ecosystems against the acid
leachate and siltation of such massive destruction. The stream buffer
rule - or 4 stronger version - should be strictly enforced for all

cases, including valley fills.

1 am opposed to all three alternatives in the EIS, since none of them
provides reasonable protection for our vital natural resources and
neighboring communities. Since no reasonably protective measures can be
offered to mitigate resulting damage, T am opposed to mountaintop
removal mining, as well as crossridge mining, which would purport to
restore obliterated mountaintops. The practice of filling valleys with
rubble from decimated mountaintops is entirely ill-conceived, and
certainly without scientific basis.

1-5

As | examine this EIS, T am angry - angry that this irresponsible and
short-sighted set of alteratives is being pushed forward; angry that

the mountains, forests, wildlife, clean water, and communities of
Appalachia are treated with ill regard; angry that industry is being

given great power over common people; and angry that voices like mine
these days are falling on deaf ears. 1 hope you, John Forren, will be
different.

Sincerely,

Cindy Kendrick
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Oren Kennedy

—: /ﬂm{q),. !./ l!:'n-'vt7/('{!/,a; ‘:.'//, bE'IS' Comasut

‘ mwg}m 0 % o

Oren Kennedy
418 N. Fairview
Lansing MI 48912

Mr. John Forren, U.S. EPA (3EA30)
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren,
I am swriting in opposxtionto the Action Ahsmaﬁm that are proposed within the Draft

A intop Mining/Valley Fill permitting. I
further support the No Action epum for this study, or modifications for Action Alternative 1,

Envi 1 B¢

As listed jn the Federal Register, the reason for this document was “tx)  prepare an Envxwmncnwl
Impact Statement to Consider Policies, Guid and P, 10 X the
Impacts of Mountsintop Mining and Valey Fills in the Appalachian Coalfields.” | feel that the
ActmaA!wmauves :hsxmpmpesedwmmmznﬂls do not make a serious attempt for the

i ion of env impacts. Rather than an attempt at impact minimization, the
doctument stresses the needs for pemm expediency for industry.

1 und d that some definitions of terms do need to be standardized between the EPA, ACOE,
and OSM. However, | feel that this should largely be between the EPA and ACOE, as
traditionally done with 404 permitting, with OSM to be a following agency and accept the agreed
upon definitions and metrics decided by the EPA and ACOE. It is my understanding that there are
definitions for acceptable fills, and biometrics under p on the deli of heady
streams which would be useful for definition dardization. The workshop on “The Value of
Headwater Streams” noted on the EPA website seems to be an example of work in progress. The
Draft EIS shows a disturbing proposal to transfer a large portion of the definition of terms to
thoseu\‘.llmadmx!pmpwedbyﬁSwathOSMtalungov&msdmleadagencymeWPZlamd
Sividual Permit decisi

Nationwide permit coverage, in general tzm\s, are for projects with low, routine impacts for
whith there are a large number of permit ap ions. For wetland permits, the nationwide
coverage is up to 1/2 acre. Uﬁdetmzl,thecovmamﬁxagmammnfmmmﬁm
Executive Summary of the DEIS, it is stated that the actual numbers of permits for NW coverage
hss actually been decreasing. If the number of permit applications is decreasing, why does the
DEIS propose that the process be made easier for industry? Industry is very aware of the coverage
for NWP 21 - is it in the best interests of “minimizing impaot” to ease the permit system?
Furthermore, it should show that the current Individual Permit coverage is not making the permit
review process more difficult.

Mitigation for fills within wetlands under 404 permitting is utilized to offset unavoidsble impacts.
This is usually done within the exi waterbody basin, For MTM/VF permits, I believe that
more consideration should be given to ‘feasible and prudent alternatives® for the permit proposal
before mmgmon is decided upon. Furthermore, the very nature of MTM/VF applications means
that mitigation within the existing waterbody basin would be very difficult to provide. The DEIS
went into depth in the facts that diverse forestation would be proposed for mitigation efforts, but
it ignored the basic premises in which mitigation is to be utilized for.

1-1
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* There were positive statements within the DEIS that valley fills can somatimes have wetlands

develop on them, and that the fill areas can be also be used for subdivision/land use development.

I find these remarks to be irresponsible within a d
environmental impacts.

Turge thnt the Action Alternatives proposed within the DEIS should be sbandoned, and that the
agencies involved with MIM/VF permits work

t that is headlined for minimization of

Siuomly,

OronKennedy

cofy m%f /y’ol/
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Carol Anne Kilgore

REC'D AUG 2 6 2003

August 21, 2003

M. John Forren

U, S.EPA

1650 Arch St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr. Forren

On July 22™ [ attended both sessions of the public hearing in Hazard, Ky. regarding
Mountaintop Mining. 1 am proud to say that I support Mountaintop Mining. 1 was born
and raised in Hazard, Ky. My grandfather worked in the mining industry and my dad had
a tire dealership that relied on the coal industry. My husband is now seif-employed
related to the coal industry. He has been a coal miner and owns coal trucks and I work
for Pine Branch Coal Sales. 1 feel that I know enough about coal mining to express my
opinion about the advantage of mountai ining and disgust at the extremist who
oppose it but seem to have no facts,

¢

My husband has done many different jobs in the mining industry for 25 years. He is very
knowledgeabie in the blending of coal that is loaded into rail cars and barges to be
shipped 10 power plants. As you know it is very important that the quality meet
regulations. My husband has loaded holes for blasting, operated equipment, loaded trains
and barges and bought and sold coal and mining equipment. This has afforded us a good
fiving,

My office, a mine office, has two very large windows that look out at green pasture land
and a big pond full of fish. 1 have worked here for 11 plus years. There is always
wildlife around the pond whether it is geese or 10 pound turtles. The deer are more
plentiful every year. We caution people when driving down Kentucky Highway 28 to
watch for deer. It is one of the most beautiful and natural places in Kentucky.

My husband and 1 chose to build a home close to the Pine Branch Coal Sales operation. 1
live within walking distance of where there is currently mountaintop mining. I live a five
minute drive from where mountaintop mining was turned into a cattle ranch that is used
by the University of Kentucky. These opponents talk of the land being deprived of
wildlife because of mountaintop mining. Ihave lived in my house for 12 years and each
year there is more wildlife. There are two foxes that come in my yard every evening
about dusk. There are deer, raccoons, squirrels and rabbits in my yard daily, Thereisa
pileated woodpecker that is boring holes in my house. We try to scare it away but it

1-11
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comes back. 1 know some of these extreme environmentalist would rather | leave it alone
to peck tmy house down, I've heard the men on the jobs talk of seeing coyotes, turkeys,
bears and elk. We have our own wildlife preserve. 1t is beautiful.

At the public hearing | heard comments about the flyover festival from the Kentuckians
for the commonwealth. [ have flown over this area many times and am in awe each time.
It is amazing to see the development taking place and development that has taken place.
Tam 43 years old and have seen much growth, My daughter was born a month after the
Hazard ARH Regional Medical Center was open. This is on land that was mined. This is
only one of many facilities, businesses and homes in this area that have been built on land
that has been developed because of mountaintop mining. We would not have many of
the opportunities for economic development had it not been for mountaintop mining.

These opponents talk of the bad quality of our water. The water that comes off the job
where | work is filtered over the rocks and is clean when it reaches the streams. It is what
people throw and flush into our waterways that are contaminating them.

The coal industry is very good for the economy of eastern Kentucky. The coal
companies in eastern Kentucky are very generous to organizations and especially schools.
Public education in this area depends on coal severance money and the generosity of the
coal companies.

1 apprexiate that there are agencies that regulate the different industries. There should
be. {am asking that we not be so over regulated that we're driven out of business. This
is where we want to live and raise a family, Please consider our industry and what it
means to this area. Please consider the people that are proud of this industry and what
they contribute to it everyday.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

7-2-2
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Sterling Kinnell

LauraKlein

“
o

o
ﬁ&‘c

January Z, 2004

D Jéﬁﬂgéé;;t

John Forren, Project Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (3EA30) . .
1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr, Forren,

I am very concerned about plans by the Bush administration for new exploratory mining
projects in Appalachia that will involve mountaintop removal, 2 form of strip mining in
which hundreds of feet are blasted off the tops of mountains, strewing millions of tons of
mining debris into nearly valleys, choking forests, and burying hundreds of miles of
streams.

By its own assessment in its draft envirc I impact st: the Bush
administration acknowledges that this form of mining results in environmental and social
harms that are severe and largely irreversible. And yet the draft EIS proposes nothing to
restrict the damage that will be done to streams, forests, wildlifs, and local economies
that depend on the natural resources of the areas that will be affected.

1 believe that the coal mining industry and the Bush administration must consider 1 - 5
alternatives to mountaintop removals in the quest for new energy reserves. The
widespread, devastating, and permanent effects of this form of strip mining are
simply ptable. The envin 1 impact must include o that
will protect the natural resources and communities of Appalachia, such as restrictions on
the size and amount of mining rubble that will fill valleys as 2 result of mountaintop
removal. ¥ urge you to immediately amend the draft EIS to include appropriate
protections for the streams, forests, wildlife, and human communities of Appalachia.

Sincerely,

Sterling Kinnell

3705 Anza Way
San Leandro, CA 94578

Porwarded by David Rider/R3IJUSEPA/US on 01/12/2004 02:47 P —oeee

Lzura A kilein
<lauraklein®iuno, Tos B3
MountaintopREPA

come>

ramoval
12/31/2002 463163

M

Mr. John Forren

5. Environmental Protection Agsncy (2EAZQ)
1850 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Dear Mr., Forren,

I am writing to urge the BPA fo limit the harmful practice of
mountaintop

removal by mining somparies. Thisg is a very destructive wmethod, and it
is

essential that the draft enviromsental impact statement inc
e

protect the environment from the harmful effects of this type of
mining.
Pleass amsnd the EIS immediately to recommend that the Pugh
adminitration

implement strong protections in this area.

2 wWays

Sincerely,

Laura Klein

1519 Virginia St.
Berkeley, CK 24703
Lauraklein@iuno. com
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Jennifer Knaggs

Gerri Kolesar

First Name: Jennifer Last Name: Knaggs Letter Data: 1/06/2004

City: Lansing State: ML - Zip: 48912

I have seen first hand: what happens in a community devestated by mountain top removal. Lhave
seen hills millions of years old flattened, homes and schools wraed into urned into-parking lots,
people terroized out of thier community only for companies to gain minetal rights. The
Appalachian people are sotie of the poorest in the United States, and the tichness of their
beautiful Tand is being shoveled into oblivion, They say there will be jobs with the coal
companies: | have stood with 10 people inside oné monster shiovel, Biy John', with room for at.
Teast 40 more ... A shovel like that can crush-a mounitain and emply a coal seemyin a matter of
weeks to.days. With one-person behind the wheel. That does niot create “jobs”. I have seen
streams dried up fron the motntain opsihrown into the valley. Wells that give water t6
peoples homes, gone empty or polluted. Entire-ecosystems sacrificed; sothat we have ore
unclean energy.

They say that these sites will be reconstivcted, inless it is ssen that they ave fit for better uges.
"Better Uses” often means a Walmart parking ot v 2 small community; damaging their alréady
fragile economy, with low income wages, and money leaving the community to a distant
corporation. Or'it is “reconstructed”, which means importing wildlife that will grow gquickly; bat

will not replenish the.soil for future crops or forests, Tmpotting animals that do tiot belong in that.

‘habitat; damaging the ecosystem. Is this a sofutfon? Coal ixalready inefficient, dirty, and soon to
be undependabli resource; Cual plants sperid millions of dollats trying to rid themselves of the
left over radioactive ash created from burning coal into energy. And they still don't spend
enough. People and wildlife are still being posioned from their "clean air” practices. Instead of’
suppbrting mountain top removal, Thighly suggest the financial support-of renewable resources,
stuch as wind-and solar energy. They are the cleancst and least harmful methods of creating
energy. 1 urge you io not support Mountias Top Removal. It is not a solition 1o ouf énergy’
crisises, but a‘creating more problems.

RECD A8 0 & 08

o

US EA
(3EA 3&)

459 47
it /Af

Lhar. Tk Fpphen,
e 2 st allpusd A W

W
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Vanessa Kranda Jud Kratzer

---- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM +-—- === Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:42 PM -----
"vkranda(@qualcomm "ifkratzer(@juno.c
com" <vkranda To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA om" <jfkeatzer To:  R3 Mountaintop@ILPA
[oleid cCr
01/06/2004 12:24 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop . .01/ 07/2004 10:24 Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
Removal Mining Removal Mining
PN AM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, Dear Mt. John Forren, Project Manager,

As a supporter of President Bush, I don't normally agree with the views

of "Act for Change". However, I am stronly opposed to mountaintop 1-9
mining. I nommally support reasonable human uses of the environment,

but the impacts of mountaintop mining are unreasonable.

I strongly urge you to amend the EPA's draft environmental impact
statement so as to limit the effects of harmful mountaintop removal
mining. T find it unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to 1-9
continue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices
that level mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams and destroy

a Sincerely,

communities.

The Bush administration's "preferred alternative” for addressing the Jud Kratzer

eriormous problems caused by mountaintop removal mining ignores the 6076 Marsh Rd. Apt. F4
administration's OWN studics and proposes weakening existing 1-10 Haslett, PA 48840
environmental protections and allowing mountaintop removal and ifkﬁt?;{@mno‘com

associated valley fills to continue at an accelerated rate.

Sincerely,

Vanessa Kranda

4675 Bancroft Apt F
San Diego, CA 92116
vkranda@quatcomnm .com
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Scott Kravitz

Tom Kruzen

---- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 PM -----

"oaklandis(@hotmai
Leom" <oaklandis To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
ce:

01/06/2004 01:09
Removal Mining
PM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,
Dear Mr. Forren:

The Bush administration has a terrible habit of interpreting information
to support its own predetermined agenda. In this latest case it has
decided that mounaintop removal for mining purposes should continue,
despite the government's own studies indicating the irreversible damage
of such a peactice.

Please do not accept this short-sighted and terribly destructive agenda.
Please amend the draft EIS to recommend restrictions on the scope of
mountaintop removals, and elevate protection of wildlife and rural
communities to their proper place as the top consideration in any
proposed mining operation.

Sincerely,
Scott Kravitz

Scott Kravitz

2796 Casiano Rd.

Los Angeles, CA 90077
oaklandis(@hotmail.com

Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
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e Porwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:52 PM —~-—

keuzen
<kruzen@sncket.ne Tor R3 Mountaintop@HEPA
t> e Carla Kein <cadaklein@centurytelner,

Andy Mahler <andy@bluetiver.net>,
Kea Midkiff <ken.midkiff@siercaclub.org>, Scott
Dye <scott.dye@sietraclub.otg>
12/22/2003 12:44
PM
Please respond to
keuzen

Subject: Mountain top emoval

December 22, 2003
Deac Mr. Forren,

Blowing up mountains and filling in wallies to get at the coal as cheap as possible is
teprehensible. Tt is the ultimate in mining destruction, and like Humpty Dumpty,
those mountains, vallies afid the all the living things thar depend on them ace gone
foceves, including human beings. What of CONSERVATION? A penny saved is a
penny eamed. We've recently purchased 2 Prius and get 45 mpg average! What if
everyone did that? What if everyone upgraded their appliances and light bulbs to be
enerty saving??? Maybe we wouldn't have to destroy the beautilul Appalachians

in Kentucky and West Virginia!

The Bush admininstration plan to expand this terible process is flat out wrong. Put
the "protection " in the EPA and deny the expansion of Mountain top removal. Tf
you procede with Bush's plan, you will be irrevocably be destoying our natural
hesitage just as surely as if a terrorist dove 2 plain into the Statue of Liberty. You will
also be destroying a culture and many communities in the Appalachians. This is
NOT your mandate...to destroy...it's to PROTECT! Do your job!ll

Sincerely,

Tom Kruzen, President
Ozark Riverkeeper Netwotk
213 East 3cd St.

Mt View, Missouri, 65548

Free Web Fmail & Filter Enhancements.
http:/ /www.freewebemail com/ filtertools/
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Glenn Kuehne

Kara Kukovich

---- Forwarded by David Rider/R3/USEPA/US on 01/07/2004 03:32 PM -

"keen_2bcrazy(@yah
oo.com" To:  R3 Mountaintop@EPA
<keen_2bcrazy ce:
Subject: Please Stop Destructive Mountaintop
Removal Mining
01/06/2004 11:.00
PM

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager,

As we try to move towards less-polluting technologies, this plan is an act that
will discourage new industries and provide a subsidy to old ones that the
taxpayer will pay the tab for both directly and indirectly through cleanup costs,
higher mercury emissions, and other problems. This represents government at
its worst and is another example of corporate welfare that makes citizens feel
that their government is an enemy of their interests.

Sincerely,

Glenn Kuehne

1611 6th Ave. E.
Alexandria, MN 56308
keen_2bcrazy@yahoo.com

January 3, 2004
Kara Kukovich P.0. Box 303
3901 N, 13" Street 42 Murdock Drive
Arlington Unity College
VA 22201 Unity, ME 04988-9502
Mr. John Forren
U.S. EPA (3BA30)
1650 Arch Streat RECD JAN 12 28

Philadelphia, PA 19103
mountaintop.r3@eon.gov

Re: Comment on the Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS)
on Mountaintop Coal Mining and Asseciated Valley Fills.

Dear Mr. Forren:
1 am 2 college freshman and have no direct stakse in the issue beceuse [ am not from the

cosl region, and neither do I or my family work in the coal industry. However, I did
spend two weeks on an active mountaintop mining site, so I would appreciate your

ideration of my and insights about the environmental impact of
mountaintop mining.
Toppose i t of its adverse impact on the environmeat, Once

the mountain top is removed, it does not “grow back.” There are no tress, the soil that
took centuries to accumulate and ripen is gone and replaced with barren rock. Not even
native species can grow on this rock, so Russian olive and Australian plants bave to be
imported to tenaciously and perhaps tentatively cling to this tearing at the mountain.

I believe such a drastic altering of the topology also affects the weather of & region.
There is nothing there to hold the moisture. At least where the mountain has been
sheared, it is barren. 1 recall one morning observing a dense fog from the mined area. I
learned that such moisture escaping from the barren area would have been retained by the
forest and its plants before the site was mined. Ironically, where our policy in farming
and suburban development is to retain the moisture of an area, here we simply allow it to
flush down the valleys or accumulate in the sheared off mountain tops and dty up ifito the
sky.

Animals and birds certainly do not benefit.

Yes, I have observed birds, in particular, congregating and finding food among the
scrubby plants that are trying to keep life alive on a mined site. But how different &
habitat they had before the mountain was removed, That birds are back is more a
testimony to their ability to survive in a world continually fouled by man.
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